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78S7—Who Has the Power to License or Or- 


dain? 
Question—Has a local church the right to license or 
ordain a man to the work of the ministry ?—W. 


The licensure and ordination of persons to 
the office of the gospel ministry are usually 
left to the annual conference. There is no 
written law on the question, so far as i 
know. 
788—Violating One’s Vows 

Question—When a Christian violates his consecra- 


tion vows is he not already backslidden in heart ? 
In such a case is not the first step towards restora- 


tion, repentance? If so, then why not teach and 
insist upon repent ance instead of reconsecration? Ils 
the irreverent term “‘trail-hitter’’ used to distinguish 


between victims of me ~ emotionalism and those who 


are really born again? . B. Richey, Springboro, Pa. 


If a Christian violates his consecration 
vows, knowingly, I think he has backslidden 
in his Christian experience. In that event, 
the first thing to be done is to repent of 
the wrong done in said violation. One may 
be willing to excuse himself without re- 
pentance, but his willingness to do so is not 
the standard. God calls upon all men 
to repent when they’ have _ sinned. 
That is Scriptural and that is just 
what we need to teach the _ people. 
When sin has been committed, repentance 
for that sin must precede any sort of con- 
secration. Separate from sin and then we 
may draw nigh unto God. I am unable to 
answer your question as to the “trail-hit- 
ter,’’ but I know I wish people would not use 
the term—it is not appropriate as a de- 
scription of a true penitent, Billy Sunday 
notwithstanding. One idea the Christian 
Church has always held to, at least theoret- 
ically, and this is, use Scriptural language 
to describe things which are Christian, at 


least as far as you can. 


7s9—The Holy Kiss 


Question—You seem to be quite a stickler for the 
Bible—for following its teachings and believing that 
it means what it says. As I understand you, you 
also an earnest advocate of the cause of tem- 


are 
perance. Then tell me how you reconcile these two 
positions to the teaching of Paul to Timothy, when 
he told him to take a little wine for his stomach’s 
sake? —_W 


To the man who wishes to justify his own 
unbelief in the word, we have little hope of 
giving satisfaction, but really there is no 
trouble in Paul’s advice to Timothy, if you 
note strictly its terms. Paul’s words to 
Timothy are in no sense a justification of 
the drinking habit. On the contrary, it 
shows how cautious both Paul and Timothy 
were to maintain abstinence from the use 
of wine. But in this case, Timothy had a 
stomach trouble. It was of the particular 
kind which resented the presence of water 
in the stomach, and yet it is very necessary 
for Timothy to drink water. Now Paul 
told Timothy to take a little wine to help 
his stomach, and I have no doubt that is 
all Timothy did. Not in the least does Paul 
give advice which would encourage the use 
of liquor as a beverage, but he simply tells 
Timothy to take a little wine to relieve suf- 
fering. The man who wishes to repudiate 
the teachings of the Bible on that account 
is certainly squeamish, to make the best of 
his case. If a tablespoonful of wine put into 
a drink of water will make the water harm- 











less to the stomach, the taking of it in no 
sense is intemperate, nor does it in any way 
justify the use of wine or other liquors as 
a beverage. It is simply an aid to the 
stomach to take what it naturally requires 
without suffering.from its effects. If you 
think Paul’s advice, seen in this light, is a 
proof against the acceptance of Bible teach- 
ings, then I am sure that you need to cor- 
rect yourself in such a thought. 


790—You and the Bishop Agree, Do You not? 


Question—In answer to question 783, in this week’s 
issue of THE HERALD, you say: “The books of the 
Bible have proved their inspiration to Christians who 
live upon the Word, having produced again and 
again in their own hearts and lives the evidence of 
their divinity. It thus becomes a matter, not of 
selecting the books for the canon of Scripture, but 
of accepting the books which have proven themselves 
of divine origin by the fruit they have borne in 
human life and action.” 


In a recent lecture on “The Bible and Life,” Bish- 
op Edwin Hughes, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, said in effect, (I do not have his exact 


words): “The canon of the Bible was determined 
by the experience of the people. It had to be tested 
in life before it could be given place in the canon 
of Scripture. And this testing covered a period of 
four hundred years * * * The New Testament had 
to be lived before it could be written. Nothing can 
be added to it till some one lives a life superior to 
the life of Jesus. If that ever comes about there 
will be something to add to the New Testament.” 


Is not your position, as stated above, essentially 
the same as that of Bishop Hughes’? I understand 
this to be the view of modern scholarship. If it is 
the correct view, does it leave room or necessity for 
an inspired committee to select the canon? I ask 
for information, not controversy.—F. H. Peters. 


I am not disposed to quibble over any dif- 
ference between the views of Bishop Hughes 
and my own. It is sufficient to say that 
Bishop Hughes, if true to his ordination 
vows, believes in the inspiration of the 
Seriptures, and so do I. We both 
believe the Scriptures were inspired 
of God. As .II understand it, modern 
scholarship does not believe, at least that 
branch of modern scholars, known as de- 
structive higher critics, does not believe 
the inspiration of the Bible. It is not easy 
to explain just what these destructive crit- 
ics do believe. These men are so variable in 
the expression of their thought, basing so 
much on a supposition or on a probability 
that one can scarcely be sure of their posi- 
tion. For that reason I am careful in 
locating their belief. This much, however, 
no well-informed man, I think, will call in 
question: They do not believe in the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures. They believe, 
or seem to believe, that the Scriptures were 
compiled from various human documents, 
from tradition, from folk-lore, and fr’ 
legends and myths of past ages, by the 
scholars of the ages in which they were 
written. They also claim to believe that 
many of the books of the Bible, especially 
the prophetic books, were not even compiled 
in the ages claimed, but in much later 
periods, thus robbing the sacred writings of 
God-given authority, and so making them 
merely human productions. This discredits 
the sacred books of Christianity and leaves 
the basis of the believer’s faith resting upon 
a sandy foundation, even upon human au- 
thority, so making every man a law unto 
himself, to do as he pleases in all matters 
of religion. I think you will therefere have 
no trouble in sifting out the difference be- 
tween the views of Bishop Hughes and my- 
self, as against the views of the destruct- 










ive higher critics. In closing let me have 
just a word as to the difference between the 
higher critic and the destructive higher 
critic. In my estimation all higher critics 
are destructive if they refuse to accept the 
most highly authenticated copy of the 
Scriptures, as the inspired Word of God. I 
know it is claimed that there are errors in 
translation, typographical errors, etc. Yes, 
that is possible, but that lacks much of 
proving that the best of the ancient copies 
of the Scriptures are not correct. If we 
claim so much as that, it is all the same as 
saying that God had been unable to pre- 
serve His Word, which Jesus declared 
should not pass till all be fulfilled—an un- 
reasonable assumption to say the least. God 
breathed into men His thought and then 
moved upon them to give expression to that 
thought for the benefit of His people. Now, 
if God has allowed His Word to perish from 
the earth, He has allowed His own Son to 
speak falsely in declaring that this Word 
should not pass till all be fulfilled, and I do 
not for one moment accept any such view. 
No, Bro. Peters, there is a vast difference in 
the views held by your humble servant and 
the higher critics, as to the matter of the 
inspiration of the Scriptures. My view is 
by no means in harmony with the teaching 
of modern (destructive) scholarship. 


791—How May It Be Determined? 


Question—In the absence of any specific informa- 
tion in a given book of the Bible, as to date, author- 
ship, or literary character, how are we to determine 
whether it is history, prophecy, or fiction ?—In- 
quirer. 


The date, authorship, and literary char- 
acter, while desirable as information, are in 
no wise essential to the authenticity of the 
Bible. Were these things essential, you 
may be sure that He who inspired the Bible 
message would have included them in His 
revelation. As to how we may determine, in 
the absence of specific evidence in the book 
itself, whether a book is history, prophecy, 
or fiction, it gives me great pleasure to say 
that the date, name, and literary character 
of a book of the Bible have nothing to do 
with the inspired truth of the book. In the 
absence of the date, name, and literary 
character, a man’s common sense, under the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit, will make it 
clear to him whether the book is history, 
prophecy, or fiction. Your question savors 
of a desire to raise doubts as to the gen- 
uineness of God’s Word. It is one thing 
to seek information by investigating claims, 
but it is quite another thing to proceed by 
insinuation—suggesting doubts in the minds 
of spectators and interested parties. Like 
all of your recent questions, this one has in 
it the essential spirit of the higher critic, 
who seems to find it easy to accept all evi- 
dence which some one may have worked up 
against the acceptance of the Bible as the 
inspired Word of God, usually finding a 
way to cast doubt on the authenticity of the 
Bible record. The higher critic seems to be 
fond of placing the word of man against the 
Word of God. Can you tell me why a 
man should seek to ascertain the things per- 
taining to divine truth which Infinite Wis- 
dom has seen fit to withhold? 
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The American Saloon an Ally of Germany 


you may as well face the fact, since 

it is unquestionably true. The state- 
ment is based upon their own words. This 
country is at war with Germany. The na- 
tion is in danger of a great shortage in 
food. It has been proposed to have no more 
grain made into liquor. The liquor business 
opposes the suggestion, and declares that 
they use only 65,000,000 bushels of grain 
annually to make liquor with which to de- 
bauch the manhood of the country. Only 
65,000,000 bushels! That is their own ad- 
mission. They insist that these 65,000,000 
bushels of grain must not be taken from 
them, not even though the people be at the 
point of suffering for the lack of bread. 
They stand up before a long suffering pub- 
lic and declare that though the people be 
hungry, the brewers must be allowed to 
keep them hungry and make them drunken. 
Do you say, But how does that make them 
the ally of Germany? Well, an ally is on: 
who gives help to another in any undertak- 
ing. Germany is undertaking to crush the 
United States, and these liquor men are de- 
claring that at least 65,000,000 bushels of 
grain must be turned into liquor for their 
personal enrichment, notwithstanding the 
fact that 65,000,000 bushels of wheat would 
greatly aid the United States in feeding th« 
people, yet these liquor men insist tha‘ 
65,000,000 bushels of grain must be used to 
debauch the manhood of the nation and te 
help starve the women and children of ovr 
land, all of which will greatly aid Germany 
in her war against the United States. 


Tv statement may startle you, but 


The liquor made from this grain will dis- 
qualify thousands of men, making them 
poor soldiers, by no means a match for the 
German soldiers in physical endurance, all 
of which is directly in alliance with the 
Germans. Even Germany has seen the wis- 
dom of keeping her people sober. The Ger- 
man Kaiser is quoted as having said prohi- 
bition of the liquor traffic was essential to 
victory in this war—that the side which 
keeps the soberest will gain the victory, and 
yet here are men, claiming to be our own 
citizens, who are lending aid to the German 
nation in their efforts to crush the United 
States. These men have done enough 
against the United States in time of peace 
to make them a stench in the nostrils of 
good men. Do you ask what they have 
done? Well, no one can tell it all, we pre- 
sume, but just one item is sickening to peo- 
ple who really think and stand for the high- 
est interests of the nation. It is reported 
that of all the men rejected, and not permit- 
ted to enter war service, fifty per cent. 
were refused because their bodies had } 
disqualified by the use of alcohol. Thin! 
of it! The liquor business destroying half 
of the able bodied men, so that when the 
country calls to arms, to drive back an ene- 
my, half of the disqualified men are not fit 
to respond—unfitted. by the use of alcohol, 
and now these men, these liquor men, in 
time of actual war, when the country is 
facing an awful shortage in grain, these 





same men demand the right to continue to 
debauch our men by using 65,000,000 bush- 
els of grain, which the people need for 
bread, and they are making this demand, 
simply that they may enrich their own 
pockets while they impoverish the nation 
and make it an easy prey to an enemy by 
disqualifying a large per cent. of our other- 
wise able bodied men. Can you doubt that 
this sort of a thing puts these men in open 
alliance with our enemies and against the 
United States as a nation? It is true un- 
doubtedly! 

Again, it is said that the liquor-men are 
actually holding back legislation in Wash- 
ington till they are given assurance that 
they may have permission to go on with 
their abominable business against the high 
interests of the nation. Is not such a course 
in fact high treason against the nation? 
If not, what is it? The fact is the liquor 
men of the United States act as if they 
would rather have defeat for our nation 
than to have defeat for their accursed busi- 
ness. Think of their boldness! Holding 
up war legislation till they can be assured 
of the protection of our government for 
their business, and that when their business 
is pulling the nation down to ruin. What 
sort of men have we at Washington to allow 
the unholy plea of the liquor men to stop 
war legislation, when we are in one of the 
greatest wars of the ages. Let us be sure, 
let every lover of our nation, be sure never 
again to vote for any man who allows in 
this time of peril the liquor business of this 
country to drive him into submission to 
their wishes, and that while our country is 
in peril. Well may it be asked again: What 
sort of men have we at Washington as the 
representatives of the nation, if they let the 
brewer hold a club over them, politically 
speaking, when our nation needs the help 
and devotion of every true citizen to en- 
able it to take its place on the battle front 
and do its part to drive back the greatest 
enemy that has ever been known on the 
earth to free government? We have long 
known that the liquor men are not the true 
friends of our country, and now in a time 
of great national peril, they come out and 
proclaim the fact in unmistakable language. 
They would sell our liberties, and let the 
women and children of this nation perish, 
rather than have their own unholy business 
hindered. 

The liquor business has always been 
known as one of the most selfish—no matter 
what becomes of other people, so the liquor 
men are well cared for. When did you ever 
know a liquor dealer to do a generous thing, 
which was entirely outside of all of his 
business interests? If he is to lend a han¢ 
you must let him see that his money inter- 
ests will be well served by the act. Other- 
wise, you will not get his help. The time 
has come, and now is, when the liquor deal- 
ers of this nation should hear the call t- 
give up their nefarious business—let them 
hear this call from the nation’s representa- 
tives at Washington, and if they will no’ 


do it, then let us appeal to the votes of the 
populace, and not only stop this terrible 
business, but let us send home these law- 
makers at Washington who are so afraid to 
stand against the wishes of the liquor men. 
If our representatives at Washington . 

not show decision of purpose, let us send 
them home and try others with the under- 
standing that they must stop the work of 
these allies of Germany, or we will send 
them home also. Let the people mean busi- 
ness, and something will come to pass! 


32 3 & 


IS THE KAISER BESIDE HIMSELF? 


It becomes Christian people to be con- 
servative and impartial in all matters in- 
volving justice and righteousness, but it is 
a bit difficult to be conservative when one 
stands in the presence of the most outra- 
geous expression of insanity or blasphemy— 
is it less? 

Emperor William II. of Germany has long 
stood before the people as a Christian man 
and ruler, but since the war in which he is 
a leader has been raging many things have 
been said of him to the discredit of his pro- 
fession of the Christian faith. Indeed, he 
is quoted as having said many things him- 
self which must discredit him as a follower 
of the Savior. 

A little while ago, in addressing the re- 
cruits on parade at Potsdam, he is said to 
have remarked: 

Only one is master in the Empire, and 
I am that one; I will tolerate no other. 


I represent Monarchy by the grace of 
God. 


You must all have one will, and that is 


my will; there is only one law, and that is 
my law. 


_If I order you to shoot down your rela- 
tives, brothers, yes, even your parents, you 
must obey me without murmuring. , 

Let us for a moment suppose that such a 
man stood at the head of the government 
of the world, and what could we expect? 

Again the German Emperor is quoted as 
having said in September, 1914, in his Pro- 
clamation, this: 


The Spirit of God has descended upon me 
because I am German Emperor. I am the 
instrument of the Most High. I am His 
sword, His representative on earth. Woe 
and death to those who oppose my will! 
Death to the infidel who denies my mission! 
Let all the enemies of the German nation 
perish! God demands their destruction— 
God who, by my mouth, summons you to 
carry out His decrees. 


If these quotations are true, as they are 
reputed to be, then the German people are 
to be pitied, as having an insane ruler! 
May our Father save the world from such 
rulership. If he is not insane, then his 
words are blasphemous. 


2 3 & 


NOT DOUBT, BUT FAITH 

A great many people to-day, perhaps as 
never before, are emphasizing what they do 
not believe. It would be better if we might 
emphasize what we really believe. Faith 
builds up; doubt pulls down and destroys. 
This is not meant to apply to the work of 
resisting error—that is a duty of all teach- 
















































ers of truth. We speak more particularly 
of a personal faith and a personal doubt. 
Some one has said: “Doubt your doubts 
and believe your beliefs,” and that is pretty 
good advice. We need more of the positive 
side of our thinking and believing. A 
positive faith without bigotry is to be de- 
sired by all men, and for the reason that 
pure faith is the strength of one’s life, and 
therefore the more true faith, the stronger 
will the life be in all channels of real use- 
fulness, and then the more positive and 
active one’s faith, the more will be the 
meaning of his life in the Lord’s work. 

The Christian Register, the Unitarian pa- 
per, does occasionally say some fine things. 
Sometime since the following paragraph ap- 
peared in its columns and is well worth a 
place in every religious journal in the land: 

Unitarianism would be more successful 
if its exponents would make more positive 
statements of their faith and cease to tell 
what they do not believe, or in other words, 
cease negative teaching. 

Though from a Unitarian source, that 
sentiment needs to be pressed upon our pub- 
lic teachers and preachers. Let us learn 
to preach our faith in a positive way by 
sticking close to the teachings of the Bible. 
That is the hope of success in all Christian 
teachers. Whenever you hear a man begin 
to tell that he does not believe this and he 
does not believe that, as taught in the Bible, 
you may know that he is following an illu- 
sive “will of the wisp,” and the sooner you 
cut out his influence from your life and 
thought, the better it will be for you as a 
Christian, and for the cause of Christ as it 
is related to your life and service. The 
Bible is the sheet anchor of Christian 
thought, and when you give it up, you go to 
sea without anchor, rudder, or compass. 


3 8 & 


GREAT FRUITFULNESS IN HEATHEN 
LANDS 


In the twelve years of its existence, The 
Nile Mission Press in Egypt has pus out 
among the Mohammedan people 83,000,000 
pages of religious literature, and that in a 
heathen land. Its work not only reaches 
the Mohammedans in Egypt, but it reaches 
to all of the Mohammedan worid. That is 
spreading the light in the dark corners of 
the earth. Let us pray for this work-—- 
that it may accomplish yet greater things in 
turning the Mohammedan world unto the 
true God in Christ. 


3 8 & 


HAVE WE ANYTHING LIKE IT IN 
THIS COUNTRY? 


A report comes to this country from 
South India to the effect that one whole 
village there has turned to Christ under the 
preaching of the gospel—not a single indi- 
vidual is left to stand on sin’s side, all hav- 
ing turned unto the Lord. We talk of the 
slow work of winning heathen peoples to 
Christ, forgetting the difficulties in the way 
of such work, but here is a case, which, 
notwithstanding the difficulties in the way 
of the gospel in India, surpasses anything 
with which we are acquainted in this coun- 
try. If there is a pastor in the United 


States who has preached the gospel in any 
one community and won them all to the 
Christian life, let him speak, and we shall 
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be glad to have his picture made and print- 
ed in these columns. It would attract wide 
attention. We have said this much to guard 
our readers against criticising the work of 
the missionary. In many instances the 
work of the missionary is blessed far above 
anything we have in this country. 


32 3 & 


NEEDS ABOUND EVERYWHERE 


The Utah Gospel Missicn says they have 
in their field more thar 500 settlements 
which are without local Christian work. In 
four months they repert having made 5,000 
calls in homes in the great intermountain 
regions. The gospel of the Son of God is 
needed in Utah and other Mormon countries 
wilte as it is needed in some of the heathen 
lands. The headquarters of the Utah Gos- 
pel Mission is in Cleveiand, Ohio. The busi- 
ness of the institution is handled there, but 
the work is done in the fields of destitution 
and great need. 


2 83 & 


HERE AND THERE 


Here is a great question for the pastor. 
It comes to us from The Church Advocate, 
as follows: 


“How am I to succeed tn my new pastor- 
ate?” is a question which quite a number 
of preachers are asking just now and which 
they consider of very great importance. We 
are living in a time when “efficiency” is 
the slogan, and when, to that end, plans 
and methods too numerous to mention are 
offered to pastors as secrets of success. We 
fear that this “machinery” feature is being 
overdone, and that it is well to note, as some 
one has said, that “it is not some beautiful 
theory of how to do the work of a pastor, 
that will win the world to Jesus; but the 
mighty vigil on bended knee, the fire of 
Pentecost in the sermon, and the wear and 
tear of pastoral enthusiasm in the face of 
obstacles.” 

Commenting upon the same or a similar 
idea, The Western Christian Advocate puts 
it this way: 

How is a new pastor to win his way into 
leadership among strange people? Not by 
asserting his self-mastery, neither his abil- 
ity as a captain of the hosts of the Lord. 
The way to people’s hearts is that of love 
and sympathy. Every parish is filled with 
people hungering to be loved. Scores can be 
won if they are noticed and given the least 
expression of personal concern. Not profes- 
sionalism, not fussy social friendliness, but 
a warm-hearted, sincere regard that is born 
not of an impulse on a moment’s acquaint- 
ance. Love is born of growth dependent 
upon sympathetic knowledge. It cannot 
come of a self-centered man, who has his 
eyes on success rather than on people whom 
God has sent him to love. A man may by 
sincerity and self-sacrifice love his way into 
the lives of his people, creating a place for 
himself from which no one can displace him. 
“And Jesus saith unto him, Son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep.” 


If the Christian people of any given com- 
munity could be induced to pull together 
for the accomplishment of any good thing, 
they could do it. We mean anything to the 
accomplishment of which they would set 
themselves devotedly in the Lord. Do let us 
try to pull together to do the Lord’s work 
and in His way. That is the only real suc- 
cess. God’s ways are always right and 
therefore cannot fail. Man’s ways are gen- 
erally so imperfect as to bring failure apart 
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from the power of the Lord. To get togeth- 
er and pull for a common end—that is what 
Christians need to do. Why may we not 
so do, when we have at stake the great and 
eternal interests of men and therein the 
glory of God. Men of the world do it in 
many instances. Certainly we ought to be 
able to bring to pass such an end among the 
true followers of Jesus Christ. Suppose we 
were so truly given to God as to act to- 
gether as men of the world did in the fol- 
lowing instance on the field of battle and in 
the face of gravest dangers? The incident 
ought to impress our hearts and minds with 
our duty under trial, or in danger, or when 
carrying a burden, or in whatever we do to 
the honor and glory of God: 

A colonel on the British front wanted 
twenty men to face almost certain death. 
He called the whole company together, and 
made the situation clear to them. Then he 
asked for twenty volunteers to advance one 
pace. He loved his men, and it was almost 
more than he could bear. He closed his 
eyes to keep back the tears, and when he 
opened them the men stood in exactly the 
same formation. He was pained. “Is there 
not one volunteer?” he asked, and a little 
sergeant stepped forward at salute, “Every 
one has advanced one pace, sir,” he said. 


Here is a thoughtful paragraph. It is 
from the Christian Advocate (Nashville) 
and is well worth your time and thought: 


It is a matter of common knowledge that 
while we pray for many things for which 
we have not previously worked, we gener- 
ally work harder for a thing after we have 
prayed for it. Christ laid down only one 
form of prayer. In that prayer is a well- 
defined catalogue of duties to be performed. 








Mentionings 





*** Rev. W. M. Dawson, D. D., has, 
after a pastorate of sixteen years, re- 
signed the pastoral charge of the Shiloh 
Springs Christian church, north of Dayton. 
He is a ripe scholar and a fine preacher— 
his pulpit ability is among the best in the 
denomination. Here is a fine opportunity 
for some strong church to secure a pastor. 
His address is, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 


*** Rev. N. G. Newman, D. D., Defiance 
College, Ohio, has accepted a call to succeed 
Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., pastor of the 
Elon College church. Brother Newman is 
a southern man by birth and a northern 
man by residence now for some years. As 
well as he likes Defiance, we dare say he 
will have a keen joy in returning to his 
native country for future service. He is 
regarded as a real success in his work at 
Defiance. 


*** Mrs. Emma (Grandma) Dixon, moth- 
er of Mrs. J. N. Hess, Dayton, Ohio, passed 
away at the home of her daughter, on Sun- 
day afternoon, June 3, after a long and 
lingering illness, in the ninety-fifth year of 
her age. She was one of the saintliest wom- 
en we have known in a generation and was 
loved by a large circle of acquaintances. 
The funeral services were conducted in tl:e 
Hess home on Monday evening at 7: 30, 
conducted by Rev. McD. Howsare, assisted 
by Rev. Henry Crampton, of Eaton, Ohio. 
On Tuesday morning the body was taken to 
Argos, Indiana, for interment. A suitable 
obituary will appear soon. 
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*** Rev. Geo. W. Shepherd, Sumner, III., 
is open to engagement as pastor. 


*** A Sketch of Peter’s Training, on 
page 14, is well worth an attentive and 
prayerful reading—do not miss it. 


*** Our brother, Rev. B. F. Vaughan, 
gives in this issue an interesting sketch of 
one of our early preachers, Rev. George 
Owen. See page 23. 


*** It is a joy to note the zeal of our 
sisters in the missionary cause. Watch the 
Woman’s Department and note the good 
work they are doing. 


*** Rev. I. Millard Hoel, Tuscola, Ind., 
gives some idea of the severity of the cy- 
clone at Mattoon, Ill. He was called to at- 
tend funeral services over the remains of 
one of the victims. 


*** The many friends of Mrs. J. N. Hess 
will deeply sympathize with her in her great 
sorrow in the death of her mother and the 
serious illness of Miss LuEmma Hess, her 
only child. Let them be remembered daily 
in prayer. 


*** Rev. C. L. Winget’s new address is: 
Woodstock, Ohio. Bro. Winget has been 
pastor of the Christian church at Westboro, 
O., for a number of years. He now becomes 
pastor at Woodstock. We wish him and his 
people large usefulness in laboring together. 


*** He Knows—He Comforts, on page 
13, is the outgrowth of that writer’s experi- 
ence, written just after laying away in the 
tomb the mortal remains of one near and 
dear to her heart. It will do you good to 
read it and meditate on its thought and 
spirit. 


*** Remember next Sunday, June 10, is 
the day for our annual Home Mission Offer- 
ing. Do not forget to give it the most 
careful and prayerful attention. We must 
be an active Home Mission people if our 
cause both at home and abroad would be a 
real success. 


*** Rev. Silas Mosteller, Wakarusa, Ind., 
has received and accepted a call to the pas- 
toral charge of the Olive Chapel church 
near New Carlisle, Ind., and will move there 
in the near future. We wish our brother 
and the Olive Chapel people great useful- 
ness in their united labors. 


*** Here is an opportunity for some 
church which is in need of a pastor. A 
young pastor, of broad experience, a univer- 
sity and theological graduate, and a special- 
ist in Sunday-school and Christian Endeav- 
or work is open to a change of pastorates. 
For name and address, write, enclosing 
stamp for answer, to the editor of this 
paper. 


*** Brethren, when you write of local 
matters, always indicate the locality. Fer 
instance, a brother sends an obituary for 
publication. He speaks of the deceased as 


“of this county,” or “of this city,” but who 
can tell in what county, city, or State the 
deceased lived? In this issue is a valuable 
communication. The author is announced 
as of Eliot—but who knows in what State 
Eliot is? The writer knew well where the 
person or place is located, but the general 
reader does not know whether it is in 
Maine or California. Please do not forget 
these suggestions and use them. 


*** Our young people and their parents 
and friends have a treat in store on page 12. 
We think it would be well worth while if 
some good reader would give it in the public 
meeting of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor. If you do not read 
well in public, ask some one who can do so 
to do it. It is too good and timely to be left 
without attention. 


*** Bro. Frank R. Ellenor, president of 
the bank of Whaleyville, Va., and father of 
Mrs. Johnson, wife of Rev. I. W. Johnson, 
D. D., of Suffolk, Va., died May 28, 1917. 
Bro. Ellenor was seventy-three years of age. 
Last February 14, he and Mrs. Ellenor cel- 
ebrated their Golden Wedding. He has 
long been an active business man and a 
most exemplary Christian man. To the 
sorrowing family and friends THE HERALD 
offers sincere sympathy. 


*** Some one gave expression to a very 
happy thought when he said: “It is fitting 
that we should recognize the comforting 
fact that each one leaves his own little bit 
of work on the great edifice which God is 
rearing through the centuries, and which is 
to be at last for his own habitation through 
the Spirit....... In the words of the appro- 
priate inscription on the monument to the 
Wesleys in Westminster Abbey, ‘God buries 
His workmen, but carries on His work.’ 
When Moses dies, God has Joshua fully 
trained to take his place; when Elijah steps 
into the chariot that is to take him to glory, 
God has Elisha there in readiness to receive 
his falling mantle; when Stephen is stoned 
to death, Paul is prepared by God to take 
up his mission. Thus, though the man dis- 
appears, his work is carried forward, and 
is, through the energizing influence of God’s 
Spirit, made operative all through the 
ages.” 


*** In sending to THE HERALD his sketch 
of the late Rev. George Owen, the founder 
of the Sugar Creek church, a few miles 
southeast of Dayton, Brother Vaughan, 
of Centerville, Ohio, says, “I enclose 
an article which I read on the occa- 
sion of the memorial service in honor 
of Rev. George Owen, the founder of Sugar 
Creek Christian church. A good, enlarged, 
portrait of him was presented to the church 
by two friends, Miss Martha Elliott and her 
sister, Mrs. Ruth Sears. Two granddaugh- 
ters of Elder Owen were present. One of 
them sang a beautiful solo. This church 


has numbered among its pastors some of 
the ablest preachers and greatest pulpiteers 
of the Christian Church, or denomination. I 
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name, Rev. A. L. McKinney, Rev. H. Y. 
Rush, D. D., Rev. C. J. Jones, D. D., a 
master preacher, Rev. Thomas Brandon, 
Rev. Peter McCullough, Rev. C. W. Gar- 
autte, Rev. Albert Dunlap, D. D., and 
others. For eighty-two years the church 
has kept up its regular services and its 
Sunday-school for sixty years....... Dr. 
Helfenstein delivered the address on the oc- 
casion. 


*** The annual commencement of Jireh 
Christian College, Jireh, Wyoming, was held 
May 31-June 5. We return thanks for an 
invitation to be present. Friday evening, 
June 1, was devoted to education. The ad- 
dress of the evening was to be by Clyde 
Augustus Dusiway, Ph. D., LL. D., Presi- 
dent of University of Wyoming. On Sun- 
day morning, June 3, the sermon was to be 
preached by Rev. William Garbutt Sargent, 
D. D., Secretary of Education for The 
American Christian Convention, Providence, 
R. I. We congratulate President Atkinson 
on the success of his work in the establish- 
ment of this promising institution. Our peo- 
ple need to rally to his support—the college 
means a great deal to our work in Wyoming 
and adjoining States. 


*** Brethren, think before you do some 
things! We had a note a few days ago 
from a pastor, telling us that he was going 
to leave his present pastorate because the 
pastor who had served the church before 
was hindering his work. That is too bad. 
Surely, is there a man, a pastor, among us 
who would resign a charge and then meddle 
with the work of his successor? We are 
reluctant to believe it. Another pastor not 
long ago wrote almost the same thing. He 
desired to leave because the former pastor 
was hindering his work. He did not blame the 
former pastor, at least if he did, he did not 
say so, but the trouble was so serio = *'* 
wished to change his field. Could you be- 
lieve either of these brethren? If so, why? 
But really ought not the former pastor to 
be exceedingly careful not to allow even the 
semblance of interference to appear or to 
exist. We have another letter from a pas- 
tor who is remaining in the community of 
his former charge in which he says: “Bro. 
is doing fine. The people are rally- 
ing to him well. I think he is a splendid ad- 
dition to our working force. By the way, 
I have met the test of weddings and fun- 
erals by absolutely refusing to serve my old 
charge on such occasions. I simply tell the 
folks that I cannot do it, and then tell them 
plainly to go to their own pastor. This is 
especially hard to do in case of close 
friends, but I will not allow myself to be 
influenced to take any part of what really 
and justly is the new pastor’s work, and I 
think the people here are beginning to see the 
point, too.” That is right, just what we all 
ought to do—what we must do in the future, 
if we would do the right thing. Brethren, 
let us think of these things and then act 
the part of wisdom—do justly by our suc- 
cessor and by ourselves. A hint ought to 
be sufficient to the wise. 
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THE DEVOTIONS OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 


By President W. A. Harper, L L. D., Elon College, N. C. 


One criticism often heard in the land the 
last few years has been to the effect that 
the Church had lost her militant note. The 
critics should have been at the Washington 
session of the Federal Council. All ses- 
sions of the religious leaders of America 
are great. This one was earnest, solemn, 
loving, patriotic, militant. In no part was 
this more evident than in its six devotional 
periods preceding the six business sessions. 

The six leaders for these events were 
chosen so as to reflect the sentiment of the 
Church from all directions and angles of 
view. The initial service was by James I. 
Vance, Nashville, Tenn., who has been hu- 
morously described as the bishop of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. He solem- 
nized the entire session in his description 
of the things this war will require of the 
churches. “Service, sacrifice, unity,” he de- 
clared, “are the big words in the Christian 
war-vocabulary at this present hour.” 


The second leader was a real bishop, in 
fact and in looks. A former president of 
the Federal Council, Bishop E. R. Hendrix 
could certainly speak with authority re- 
specting its attitude in the present crisis. 
He admitted that all things are said to be 
in state of flux. This, he thought, would 
become more pronounced during the war, 
and especially so, should the struggle be 
long drawn out. “But there are some 
things that shall survive every upturning,” 
he fervently prophesied, “and they are the 
Word of God, the Christ of God, and the 
Church of God.” His message sent a thrill 
of optimism through every auditor. Bishop 
Earl Cranston’s prayer, following this ad- 
dress, was a spiritual communion with God. 
It was a heart-searching moment—tender 
and sweet in retrospect. 


The evening devotional hour of the first 
day was given over to the chairman of the 
Council’s Commission on Evangelism, Dr. 
Charles L. Gooddell, of New York City. Dr. 
Gooddell is a soul-winner. He is one up- 
State preacher whom New York City has 
not been able to swallow up. The principles 
of soul-winning this proves are eternal. Dr. 
Gooddell could not do other than emphasize 
the need for personal evangelism in such 
a time as this. He cautioned against hate 
as anti-Christian and urged the Council to 
pray for our enemies. This note ran 
through every utterance and every report 
—that this war is one of love, love even 
for our enemies, and that no hate must en- 
ter into it. But Dr. Gooddell very properly 
insisted upon it most urgently as a soul- 
winning necessity. 

The new woman was heard from in the 
devotional service of the second morning. 
Miss Louise Holmquist, of the National 
Board of the Young Women’s Christian 
Association, presented her article’ in 
quite attractive form. She did not wish 
women to withdraw from the things they 
have always done. She wanted for them 


something more—an opportunity to serve 
other than with their hands the eternal is- 
sues of the Kingdom. 

utterance, but indefinite. 
the new woman is here. 


It was a sensible 
There is no doubt 
The Church needs 





her, too—that is certain. The women will 
have what they want—that, too, is certain. 
The Kingdom will go forward in their new 
day—that, too, is certain. Our women are 
our hearts. We can safely trust in them. 
We should so live that they can with equal 
fidelity trust in us. 

A German preacher, Rev. Edwin Heyl 
Delk, representative of the Lutheran 
Church, General Synod, was the fifth devo- 
tional leader. He spoke of the kingly qual- 
ities of Christ. He urged that we are not 
to fight against kings, but against their 
abuses. He had a difficult position, but his 
heart was right, and when that is said, ail 
is said. Dr. Delk represents a large num- 
ber of German-Americans. They love Ger- 
many. To take arms against her will break 
their hearts, but they will do it because it 
is right. 

The venerable Rev. Albert G. Lawson, 
Boston, chairman of the Council’s Admin- 
istrative Committee, very appropriately 
gave the final devotional half-hour. He 
chose as the basis of his remarks the trans- 
figuration scene. The glory of it charmed 
him, but the valley below thrilled him with 
hope, because it opened up to him the op- 
portunity of service his soul craved. This 
war is to the churches the valley at the 
foot of the hill. We cannot meet its obliga- 
tions without faith. 


One other service I must mention—that 
masterful discourse by Rev. J. H. Jowett, 
It was the only sermon before the sessions. 
He preached an hour and a half, but inter- 
est beguiled the time. It did not appear to 
be ten minutes long. Dean Tillett remarked 
to me that he would go around the world to 
hear such a message as that. He has spent 
four months each year since the war began 
in Europe, ministering to the stricken peo- 
ples there. He is soon to return to England, 
so as to serve continuously in this hour of 
dire distress. He pictured the sufferings of 
the war as an opportunity to the Christian 
to fill up the lack in the sufferings of Christ. 
Times of spiritual progress, he said, have 
always been times of stress, strain, suffer- 
ing, when the Church was forced back upon 
her Lord. We must agonize, not simply 
organize, if we advance the Kingdom in our 
day. 

This is the message that lingers with me 
now as summarizing the sentiment of the 
most momentous religious gathering ever 
assembled on the American continent. We 
must suffer, we must agonize, that spiritual 
day may dawn in our own hearts and shine 
to the ends of the earth, lighting up with its 
glory even the lands now arrayed in arms 
against us, because they are in the night of 
error. God help us in such a time as this! 


BROTHER KINGS MISTAKES 


OHIO STATE SOLDIERS’ HOME, 
May 25, 1917. 


EpIToR HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY :—In 
your paper of May 17, 1917, I see an article 
written by S. R. King on the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, which shows the good fact that 
he is a student of the Bible prophecies, in- 
cluding those which relate to our time and 
our future. While this speaks well for Mr. 
King, and also shows that he has an under- 
standing of the importance of the prophe- 
cies referred to by him, still I think he is in 
error as to some of the matters involved 
and as stated by him. It is his and all our 
duty to study the prophecies on the subject 
he speaks of, and on others also, even 
though we may make some mistakes. These 
mistakes may lead to further study and to 
the truth in the case at last. While I shall 
try to point out some of Mr. King’s mis- 
takes, it must not be supposed that I am 
setting myself up as a light on the great 
themes of prophecy, but as only stating my 
views and conclusions after years of some 
study in the case. 

In the Book of Daniel I think we have in 
one place the full number of years which 
the Roman Catholic, or the popish church, 
is to exist in our world after once getting 
well on its feet as a persecuting body, hav- 
ing the temporal power to back it in long 
ages of domination and tyranny. This is 
Daniel 12: 7-12, noting verses 7, 11, and 12 
especially. And the length of the time there 
given is 1,335 years, under the form of days 
in symbolic prophecy. I understand that 


these years began in A. D. 610 and will 
end in 1945, or twenty-eight years from 
now. Of course this implies great events 
between now and then. Great events are 
looming on our near future, and wondrous 
things are likely to follow. 

The “time, times, and an half” in verse 
7 cover the long period of popish temporal 
power and of persecution, and which lasted 
1,260 years as an actual and a prophetical 
fact. And these years certainly ended in 
A. D. 1870 with the final end of the tem- 
poral power. And that being the fact, the 
full 1,335 years will reach their limit in 
1945, or seventy-five years after 1870. But 
thirty of these seventy-five are covered by 
the 1,290 in verse 11, and the remaining 
forty-five by verse 12. 

The popish temporal power had some 
start before A. D. 610, in some respects. 
But what became a great element in popish 
power finally, and really a copartner in 
Roman power and in persecution, took its 
start in A. D. 610, in the rise of Mahomet. 
At first he appeared as an enemy of the 
pope. But at a later day the pope placed 
his followers in authority over Constanti- 
nople and eastern Europe as the foe of 
Christians who would not obey the pope. 
And thus the followers of Mahomet became 
a very potent factor in popish temporal 
power and persecution. And thus A. D. 
610 is a proper prophetic and technical date 
for the beginning of the 1,260 years of pop- 
ish power, which reached its end in 1870. 
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And that fact also makes A. D. 610 a prop- 
er, prophetic, and technical beginning for 
the 1,290 years in verse 11, and for the 
1,290 years in verse 12, of Daniel 12. And 
the fact that the 1,260 years, or the “time, 
times, and an half,” of popish temporal or 
desolating power, in verse 7, came to an 
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end in 1870 is the clinch of the nail in the 
argument that the popish church will reach 
its final limit in A. D. 1945. 

I think that I have now said enough. I 
will not try to point out what I think are 
the further errors of Mr. King. 

H. WREN. 


NT DUTY 


By Rev. 0. W. Powers, D. D., Dayton, Ohio 


The Federal Council in the message 
authorized by the special session at Wash- 
ington, urges us in this time of crisis “To 
maintain our Christian institutions and 
activities unimpaired.” This is wise counsel. 
There is danger that in the distraction and 
excitement consequent upon our entry into 
the world war, there will be a slackening of 
many normal activities of our national life. 
This tendency we must carefully watch, and 
promptly correct it wherever manifested. 
None of the reasons heretofore valid for 
any enterprise of the Church are negatived 
by this war. Many are given added em- 
phasis. In no direction is this more true 
than in the missionary work. 


Home Missions is one of the greatest 
cooperative enterprises of the Church. It 
is the agency by which the Church has been 
able to keep pace with the growth of our 
country. Through the combined resources 
of the Church the gospel has been carried 
to new communities, Christian institutions 
shave been founded, and the life of new 
states directed along lines very largely in 
accord with Christian ideals. It is true, 
there have been some mixed motives, some 
cross purposes, some unwise denominational 
rivalry, and much lack of coherence and 
definite method. But so effectively has the 
work been accomplished, that anywhere we 
go in America, we find that men are not 
very far removed from gospel influences. 
The Home Mission pioneers were many of 
them Christian statesmen of high order. 
They did more than found churches. They 
guided the infant commonwealths into paths 
of order and effectiveness. Many of the 
laws of some of our States were drafted by 
the pioneer ministers. They were leaders, 
and they led wisely. 


That first work is done, and new condi- 
tions confront us. Changes are rapidly com- 
ing in every part of our social life. The 
rapid growth of our cities has forced new 
methods of dealing with the new populations 
gathering there. That very growth has 
created new conditions in the rural districts. 
These changes are not uniform. Sometimes 
they are due to the fact that the most pro- 
gressive portions of the rural population 
are being drained to the cities and towns. 
Those who remain, not being trained in 
community spirit and activity, lacking 
effective leadership, are not able to keep up 
the community life. The churches suffer 
with the community for this lack of initia- 
tive and leadership. Or it often happens 
that some community interests prosper, 
through the adoption of new methods in 
agriculture, new ideals in education, and a 
higher standard of living, while the church, 
not having been concerned in this progress, 
nor sympathetic with it, lags behind. The 


new life being developed by other influences, 
the impress of the Church is lacking. 

It is one of the tasks of Home Missions 
to strengthen the churches for their tasks, 
to see that they are given proper leader- 
ship, and that through education and the 
development of progressive sentiment they 
are made responsive. 

Again, we are in a new world relation. 
If we conduct ourselves worthily in this 
great clash of world forces, we will have a 
new opportunity for world leadership. -Are 
we fit to lead? Not if we let down the 
standards of character, and neglect those 
institutions that build character. We can- 
not give to others what we do not possess. 
World leadership will mean nothing if we 
have not ideals that are worth while. How 
can we help the world to restore its severed 
relationships, and to find a way to live to- 
gether as one neighborhood, unless we can 
solve the same problems here? What we 
must accomplish in our land is the task we 
will meet on a vaster scale in the world 
field. The Home Mission task will be more 
and more concerned with the solution of 
these questions at home, and upon our suc- 
cess will largely depend our ability to be a 
real factor in the work of world recon- 
struction. 

Finally, business men are appealing to us 
not to exercise a false economy, which 
might easily be carried to such an extreme 
as to disarrange the activities of the busi- 
ness world to an embarrassing degree. To 
underfeed and underclothe our bodies, to 
deprive ourselves of what we need to keep 
ourselves healthy and well nourished and 
strong, will lower our personal efficiency. 
Much more is this true in the spiritual life. 
The work before us demands courage, sym- 
pathy, faith, strength of soul. Our hearts 
must be kept responsive to the world’s 
needs, our minds need to be open to spirituai 
truth, our hands occupied with the tasks of 
the Kingdom. Even economic efficiency is 

dependent upon maintaining spiritual pow- 
er, for we need the help of the highest mo- 
tives for sustained effort. 

So let us nourish the spiritual life, sup- 
port the church, keep the channels of re- 
ligious activity open, and at this Home Mis- 
sion period, not fail to make a generous 
Home Mission offering. 
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SILENT REVOLUTIONS 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


The Saturday Evening Post once said, 
editorially, “Real revolutions travel on rub- 
ber tires,” nobody ever recognizing “a 
revolution until it has accomplished itself,” 
while “people are excited about all sorts of 
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‘revolutionary’ things which really signify 
nothing.” 

Without stopping to inquire as to excep- 
tions to the general rule that revolutions 
come silently, there can be no doubt that 
many of the most revolutionary movements 
of history have not been recognized as of 
importance until long after they have be- 
come established. The most notable in- 
stance of this is afforded by the early his- 
tory of Christianity. The coming of Christ 
to the world was, of course, the most im- 
portant of all the events recorded on the 
page of history, yet Tacitus, the well-known 
Roman annalist, writing several years after 
our Lord’s death, gave but a contemptuous 
notice to Him and His religion and showed 
that he considered the new religious move- 
ment as but an incident in history. 

Says the noted historian, Lecky: 

No fact in the history of the human mind 
is more remarkable than the complete un- 
consciousness of the importance and the 
destinies of Christianity which was mani- 
fested by the pagan writers before the ac- 
cession of Constantine. 

Yet the writers of that period were 
among the greatest the world has known. 
But, as has been well said, “all their extant 
writings contain only a dozen or so brief 
and contemptuous references to the growing 
religious sect that was to overrun the world. 
They knew about everything except what 
really mattered.” 


But the importance of Christianity was 
foreseen by one who was not learned and 
who was of no account in the estimation 
of the leading people of his day. His words 
are found in the New Testament (Rev. 
19:6): “I saw another angel fly in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people.” 


With reference to this prophecy, Alex- 
ander Keith said: 


These are the words of a banished man, 
secluded in a small island from which he 
could not remove, a believer in a new re- 
ligion everywhere spoken against and per- 
secuted. They were uttered at a time when 
their truth could not possibly have been 
realized to the degree which it actually is 
at present, even if all human power had 
been combined for extending instead of ex- 
tinguishing the gospel. The diffusion of 
knowledge was then extremely difficult; the 
art of printing was then unknown, and 
many countries which the gospel has now 
reached were then undiscovered. And mul- 
tiplied as books now are, more than at any 
former period of the history of man—ex- 
tensive as the range of commerce is, beyond 
what Tyre, or Carthage, or Rome could have 
ever boasted—the dissemination of the 
Scriptures surpasses both the one and the 
other; they have penetrated regions un- 
known to any work of human genius and 
untouched ever by the ardor of commercial 
speculation, and...... the prophecy of the 
poor prisoner of Patmos is now exemplified 
and thus proved to be more than a mortal 
vision. 

These words by Keith were written dur- 
ing the first half of the nineteenth century. 
Much more striking are present-day facts 
that illustrate the prophecy. For the Bible 
has circulated during the past twenty-five 
years in far greater numbers than Keith 
could have considered possible, and in about 
three hundred and fifty more languages and 
dialects than when he wrote his wonderful 


work on “The Evidence of Prophecy.” 




















































First Article 


“Unto them that look for him shall he come the 
second time without sin unto salvation.’’—Heb. 9: 28. 


We have in this single verse a safe cri- 
terion of the entire Bible testimony as to 
the number of the advents of the Lord Je- 
sus, two only. Once He came back midway 
the ages, as the incarnate “Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world,” 
and once in the end of the world, to quote 
His own words, “I will come again, and re- 
ceive unto myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” 


you 


Some suppose He came at Pentecost, or 
the destruction of that He 
comes with every great calamity or bless- 
ing, in every judgment, at birth, baptism, 
conversion, confirmation, marriage, death. 
This is equivalent to saying that He is here 


Jerusalem, 


constantly. Why confuse the work of the 
Holy Spirit in this dispensation with the 
second coming of the Lord Jesus? And why 


not use just a little ordinary common sense 
and logic in Bible doc‘rine, as well as in 
other matters? From the time our Lord 
bid His disciples adieu on the slopes of 
Olivet, and their wondering eyes lost sight 
of His blessed person above the glory cloud, 
until the “consummation of the ages,” he 
has been man’s Mediator at God’s throne. 
“But this man, after he had offered one sac- 
rifice for sins forever, sat down on the right 
hand of God, from henceforth expecting till 
his enemies be made his footstool” (Heb. 


10:12). “We have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous” (1 
John 2:1). The sweet Spirit of truth is 


here, in the name of Christ, constantly en- 
deavoring to do its beneficent work in the 
heart of sinful men, but that is another, 
and not the glorious person of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Considering the neglect this mighty sub- 
ject receives in the pulpit preachings of 
these times, as compared with the manifest 


signs of the times, it is indeed high time 
the tocsin of warning is sounding far and 
wide. This is the only purpose of these 
articles. If any are thus led to study their 
Bibles in the light of history, and prepare 
for the event by far surpassing all others, 
“which God hath spoken of by the mouth of 
all His holy prophets since the world be- 
gan,” all the labor thus spent will not be 
in vain, but well repaid, even to “an hun- 
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The Second Coming of Christ 


“Unto them that look for Him shall He come the second time without sin unto salvation.” 


By Rev. L. C. Mackey, Sprakers, N. Y. 


dred fold.” Says the Christ, “What I say 
unto you, I say unto all, watch.” 

The consideration of this subject will be 
under four or five general heads, each in the 
form of a question. 

1. WILL HE COME? 

A student of prophecy, mighty in the Holy 
Scriptures, is authority for stating that, 
of the forty-six prophets from Enoch to 
John, the Revelator, thirty-six have spoken 
definitely of the second coming of Christ, 
while only some ten have testified as to His 
first advent. Therefore the united testi- 
mony is overwhelmingly in the affirmative. 
However, we will introduce a fourfold wit- 
ness, as sufficient to answer the above 
query, of the angels, the Holy Spirit of 
Christ and of God. 


(a) The Angels. 


The mockery of a trial ends. The trav- 
esty of justice is complete. The innocent 
Victim is condemned to death. ‘“Crucify 


Him!” howls the mob, led 

The powers of evil are in 
They are able to carry out 
their diabolical purpose. They crucify the 
Lord of glory. They put Him to an open 
shame, while mute nature attests its dis- 
pleasure by mighty earthquakes, rending of 
the veil, breaking asunder of the rocks, the 
darkening of the sun. They lay Him in 
the grave, roll a stone over the place, seal 
it with the king’s seal, and set a watch of 
Roman soldiers. But on the morning of the 
third day “the angel of the Lord descends 
from heaven, and rolls back the stone and 
sits upon it. His countenance is like light- 
ning, and his raiment white as snow, and 
for fear of him the keepers shake, and be- 
come as dead men. And the angel answered 
the women, and said, Fear not, for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He 
is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay” (Matt. 
28: 2-6). 

The descent of the angel was the signal 
for “a great earthquake, so that the graves 
are opened, and many bodies of the saints 
arise, come out of their graves after his 
resurrection, enter into the holy city, and 
appear unto many.” 

For forty days He companies with His 
disciples. He teaches them concerning the 
Kingdom of God, and the great work to be 
wrought by them. One day He leads them 
out as far as Bethany. He instructs and 
commissions them. He lifts His divine hands 
in sweet benediction. “And it came to pass 
while he blessed them, that he was parted 
from them, and carried up into heaven, and 
a cloud received him out of their sight. And 
while they looked steadfastly toward heav- 
en, while he went up, behold, two men stood 
by-them in bright apparel, which also said, 
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? This same Jesus which is tak- 
en up into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” 
(Luke 24 and Acts 1). Thus witnessed the 


Him! Crucify 
by His enemies. 
the ascendant. 


angels, on the very day and hour of our 
Lord’s ascension, to His second coming to 
earth. 

(b) The Holy Spirit. 

Following this grandly significant event 
there were prayer-meetings continuously. 
Either in the upper room or the temple 
they were praising and blessing God. There 
was great joy and thanksgiving. Ten days 
thus passed, when, as they were all with one 
accord in one place, the promise was glori- 
ously fulfilled, the mighty power of the 
Holy Ghost descended upon them and they 
were invested with authority and qualified 
for the work God would have them do. 

A great revival of religion broke out and 
swept over Jerusalem. The preaching of 
the Apostles was with almost resistless pow- 
er. Thousands were converted, baptized, 
and added to the Church. On one occasion 
Peter and John were going up into the tem- 
ple at the appointed hour of prayer. At the 
“beautiful gate” lay a helpless invalid, ex- 
pecting an alms. But they spoke the word 
which, through Christ, set him on his hither- 
to useless feet, walking and leaping and 
praising God. The people were filled with 
wonder and amazement, for the man was 
above forty years old, and well known. A 
great crowd collected in Solomon’s porch, 
and Peter seized the occasion to deliver a 
powerful gospel sermon. He cast straight 
into the teeth of the people the awful fact 
that they had denied the Holy One and the 
just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto them. They had killed the Prince of 

Life, whom God had raised from the dead. 
In glowing language he held forth God’s 
amazing mercy, and exhorted to repentance. 
“Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord, and he shall send 

Jesus Christ, whom the heaven must receive 

until the times of restitution of all things 

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began.” 

Thus the Holy Spirit, using Peter as the 

mouthpiece, witnessed to the second coming 

of our Lord. 


(c) The Lord Jesus. 

It was the great yearly Passover festival 
period of the Jews. From every city, vil- 
lage, hamlet, and home the people were en- 
route to Jerusalem. The roads and highways 
were thronged. Over the Jericho road Je- 
sus came up to Bethany, where He could 
again greet Lazarus, the released trophy of 
His mighty power, and enjoy once more 
the hospitality of the Bethany home. From 
thence He made His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. On making a sudden, abrupt 
turn of the road in the descent of Olivet, 
the traveler beholds the entire city spread 
out before him, in glorious panorama. It 
is recorded that when Jesus saw the city 
of such holy and sacred memories, yet so 
desperately wicked now, that He wept. The 
throngs recognized Him, spread their gar- 
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ments in His way, saying, “Hosanna in the 
highest! Blessed be the King that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest.” Entering the 
temple, the children continued his “Hosan- 
na” refrain. He cleansed the temple of 
those who bought and sold, and denounced 
the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees 
with divine eloquence, then departed from 
the temple forever. 

On the Mount of Olives He revealed to 
His disciples the pending overthrow of 
Jerusalem and its temple, and gave them a 
detailed list of the physical premonitions 
of His glorious return to the earth, togeth- 
er with the parables of the Virgins, the Un- 
profitable Sérvant, and the Judgment. In 
an,eventide He is again in the city, in a 
furnished room, with His disciples, to eat 
the Passover. There He instituted the 
sacred ordinance, so significant of His pas- 
sion and return to earth, which we are com- 
manded to observe “till He come.” Their 
hearts’ were sorrowful. He must be parted 
from them. Even this is the last supper 
with their blessed Lord. There in the last 
solemn hour, before going forth to the 
agony of the garden and the betrayal, He 
prays for and counsels His disciples. Then 
He unfolds to their sorrowing souls a glor- 
iously comforting fact, in these words: 
“Let not your hearts be troubled, ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions, if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am, there ye 
may be also” (John 14: 1-3). Thus we note 
the declaration of Him who said, “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away.” 

(d) God. 

Time moves onward. Nearly one hundred 
years are passed since the shepherds heard 
with wonder the glory song of the angels on 
the plains of Bethlehem. The last surviv- 
ing member of the apostolic band is an old 
man. Persecution has arisen against the 
Christians. John is banished to Patmos. 
But the disciple par-excellence, “whom Je- 
sus loved,” did not repine. That one day 
of the week ever afterward held sacred be- 
cause of His Lord’s resurrection was re- 
membered. “He was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day.” Suddenly a glory vision trans- 
ported him in spirit into the.presence of the 
blessed Master. John was privileged to see 
the person, hear the voice, and feel the 
touch of “the living One.” He says, “When 
I saw him I fell at his feet as dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto 
me, Fear not. I am the first and the last: 
I am he that liveth and was dead: and, be- 
hold, I am alive forevermore. And have 
the keys of hades and of death.” 

Then was heaven opened, and his wonder- 
ing vision beheld the glorious Apocalypse. 
It is, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
- which God gave unto him.” All through the 

Bible there are numerous and repeated ref- 
. erences to the second coming of the Christ. 
But the Revelation is of the superlative in 
that respect. Its visions scintillate and 


sparkle with adventual light, like the eom- 
bined focus of a thousand suns at midday. 
In the first chapter it breaks forth, “Behold 
he cometh with clouds.” In the last, “Sure- 
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ly I come quickly.” “Amen,” responds the 
apostle. “Even so come, Lord Jesus.” And 
even so may it be. 


Joy to the world! the Lord will come! 
Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 


—I. Watts. 
3 3 & 
LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED 
John 14:1 


“Let not your heart be troubled;” 
I hear my Savior say, 

For, Lo, I am ever with you 
To roll your clouds away. 


“Let not your heart be troubled!” 
Why should I tremble so? 

I know that Christ, the Son of God 
Lights every path I go. 


“Let not your heart be troubled;” 
E’en though the clouds are thick; 
The dear Lord’s words of comfort are 

Trust on, I’m coming quick. 


“Let not your heart be troubled,” 
At wars, or earthquake shock: 

Aboard the old ship Zion’s peace 
If anchored on the ROCK. 


“Let not your heart be troubled;” 
Though friends by death depart; 
Beyond dark Jordan’s tide there’s rest 

For all the pure in heart. 


“Let not your heart be troubled:” 
It may be Father’s way 

To guide us safe from ill and strife 
To heaven’s endless day. 


“Let not your heart be troubled,” 
Though crosses bar your height; 
Our Christ who for us-tasted death, 

Will make each burden light. 


“Let not your heart be troubled,” 
The goal’s almost in view, 

And sweet and clear I hear Him say— 
Behold, I make all new! 


“Let not your heart be troubled!” 
Sure I’ll no longer fear, ; 

Though phantoms fright, or evils lure 
I'll trust my Savior dear. 


“Let not your heart be troubled!” 
Oh! brother, sister, friend: 
Fear not to dare, or do, or die; 

He’ll lead us to the end. 


Those precious everlasting arms 
Are underneath us now, 

And peace has come though we can’t tell 
From whence, just when, or how. 


Oh, troubled heart, there is a balm 
For every trusting soul: 

*Tis found at Jesus’ feet in prayer; 
*T will make each sinner whole. 


Then “Go:” oh, brother, haste and tell 
O’er mountain, plain, and sea— 

The blood of Christ makes white as snow, 
And that blood flowed for thee. 


So peace now rules my troubled heart, 
For th’ Blood avails for me; 

And you, you, whosoever wills— 
That Blood avails for thee. 


D. E. POWELL. 
Stanfordville, N. Y. 


3 3 & 


A FAR-REACHING QUESTION 


EpITOR HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY:—I 
noticed an article in THE HERALD of May 
8, 1917: “Can I Be Perfect?” in which I 
was very much interested. 

I have studied this problem a great deal 
in my life work, and I am inclined very 
much to take the opposite view. 

In the first place, my education and 
knowledge of God’s Word are too limited to 
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discuss this problem with a brother who 
has had college training, but if this brother 
is right, I would like him or some one who 
is able, to explain a few things for me. 


First, We are taught in the Word that 
nothing is impossible with God. If He 
washes me with the precious blood of Jesus 
and cleanses me from all sin, can’t I be per- 
fect for one hour? If I can be perfect for 
one hour, why can’t I be perfect for one 
day? If I can be perfect for one day, why 
not for one year? For ten years, for forty 
years, or until He sees fit to take me home 
to glory? 

The question before me is, Can I be per- 
fect? Let us see what the Bible teaches on 
this wise. Doesn’t it teach that Job was a 
perfect man? Was Job any different from 
any other man? I see only one difference in 
Job’s life from most other men, that was, 
he trusted God with a more abiding faith 
than men are doing to-day. 


But what were the opportunities for his 
so doing? God never granted him any spe- 
cial privileges, or favored him above any 
man. Well, let us turn to 1 John 3. Please 
explain to me how I can sin a little every 
day and be saved according to the reading 
of this chapter. If you can make this plain 
to me through any references to passages in 
God’s Word, I will be satisfied. 

The only hope I have to-day of eternal 
life is a perfect life in Jesus Christ. 

Now a word to the Editor. 

I have been a member of the Christian 
Church for twenty years. I have heard a 
great many men preach who were members 
of that organization, but I have never yet 
heard one preach on “Sanctification as a 
second definite work of grace,” or “Holi- 
ness.” 


Why is it they do not instruct the Church 
along these lines, when many of them are 
ready and would be willing to accept the 
teaching? 

I am superintendent of our Sunday- 
school and in many cases teach class, and 
when I do, and it comes in my teaching the 
things I have written you about, I teach 
that way. Should I do this or not? I find 
quite a good many who accept the teaching 
while there are a few who do not. 

J. W. L. 
3 8 & 


AN ERROR CORRECTED 
To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD OF GOs- 
PEL LIBERTY :—In my article printed in your 
issue of May 24, I wrote “To increase, con- 
serve, and utilize the nation’s resources,” 


ete. The types changed “conserve” to “con- 
verse” which makes nonsense of the sen- 
tence. Yours truly, 
O. W. POWERs. 
Dayton, O., May 29, 1917. 
3 3 & 


Pleasant smiles, gentle tones, cheery 
greetings, tempers sweet under a headache 
or a business care or the children’s noise; 
the ready bubbling over of thoughtfulness 
for one another, and the habits of smiling, 
greeting, forbearing, thinking in these 
ways; it is these above all else which make 
one’s home “a building of God; a House not 
made with hands,” these that we hear in 
the song of “Home Sweet Home.”—William 
C. Gannett. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND BIBLE 


An Address Given at the E. K. & Y. 8. 8. Convention, April 9, 1917, by Rev. 
D. T. Conlan, Eliot 


(Concluded From Last Week) 





Scope of the Sunday-school 

It should travel all avenues of life, taking 
in those with good home training, and those 
without; good school opportunities, and 
those without such; clean moral lives, and 
those whose moral training has been neg- 
lected. Sunday-school work should be pre- 
ventive, curative, and strengthening. 

None are too old to attend; none too 
young after ability to talk with childish in- 
telligence has been reached. 

The mission of the Sunday-school is to 
attract the attention of the young; to draw 
their minds toward the church; to teach 
them of God and His purpose; to awaken a 
desire in the heart for the study of the 
Scriptures; but the main object is, or should 
be, to bring them to Jesus; then to make 
church membership shine as a precious priv- 
ilege, and ultimately to fit and enlist for 
service. 

The trouble is that not even the professed 
believers in Christ have, with few excep- 
tions, implicit faith in the Bible as the Word 
of God. To be heard on all hands are ques- 
tionings in regard to its veracity, in entirety. 
“What is figurative?” “What shall we be- 
lieve as literal?” The Holy Spirit is here as 
Guide and Instructor, and the dispensational 
divisions, the class, whether figurative or 
literal to which passages belong, will be 
plainly evident to the student who is led by 
divine light. In fact, every word in the 
Bible is the literal truth of God. Most 
Christians, and some ministers of the gos- 
pel, seem to be afraid of the book of Rev- 
elation. Others deem it unfathomable, and 
not necessary to be understood, or even en- 
quired into, in the study of God’s plan and 
purpose. The Spirit of God exhorts us to 
read this book, and promises a_ special 
blessing to those who read. In the first 
chapter and third verse, we read, “Blessed 
is he that readeth and they that hear the 
words of this prophecy.” In Rev. 22:7: 
“Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of 
this book.” The book of Revelation is a 
revealment of Jesus Christ by Jesus Him- 
self, and therefore should not be shunned by 

preachers, teachers, or other Bible readers. 
It is free for us to study, and understand. 
It is not to hide Jesus, but to make Him 
clear to the mind of all who will. 


In a leading religious journal that I enjoy 
much, a recent number told of the various 
sieges of Jerusalem; among others, of the 
siege by Sennacherib, stating that there was 
a visitation to the camp of the Assyrian be- 
siegers, of a pestilence of some sort, and 
185,000 of the most valiant men in Sennach- 
erib’s army met death; that the siege was 
abandoned, and Sennacherib later was mur- 
dered by his own sons, while worshiping at 
his heathen altar. The Scripture says, 
“The angel of the Lord went out and smote 
in the camp of the Assyrians, a hundred, 
four score and five thousand (185,000).” The 
whole secret was that in Jerusalem there 
was a king that believed in God, and in the 
efficacy of prayer; and also a prophet that 





communed with God, and had power with 
Jehovah. Hezekiah and Isaiah trusted in 
God, and not in the arm of flesh. God hon- 
ored their trust and sent deliverance to 
Jerusalem. If we banish the supernatural 
from our religion we have nothing but bar- 
ren form. How account for Elisha’s deliv- 
erance at Dothan? Surrounded by a great 
host of Syrians, the Scripture reads, “Elisha 
prayed unto the Lord and said, ‘Smite this 
people, I pray thee, with blindness;’ and He 
smote them with blindness according to 
the word of Elisha,” and the prophet led the 
blind Syrians and delivered them to the king 
of Israel. Was it a mere coincidence, 
or was it a demonstration of God’s power in 
answer to faith? Then later Ben-hadad, 
king of Syria, gathered all his forces and 
besieged Samaria. The people of the city 
were in great distress. Famine prevailed so 
that the filth of the place was sold for food, 
and some had resorted to the eating of hu- 
man flesh. Elisha told them that on the 
morrow, certain necessaries of life should be 
sold at moderate prices in the gate of Sa- 
maria. The companion of the king ridiculed 
the promise of the prophet. That night four 
leprous men, about to enter Samaria, said 
to one another, “If we enter the city the 
famine is there, and we shall die. Let us 
fall into the hands of the Syrians, if they 
save us we shall live.” They went to the 
camp of the Syrians, and found not a man 
there. The Lord had made the Syrians hear 
a great noise, and they thought it was the 
Hittites and the Egyptians making common 
cause with the Israelites, and they fled, 
leaving most of their valuable possessions, 
and what they did not leave they dropped 
in their haste, so that, as the prophet said, 
there was an abundance in Samaria the next 
day. The wise materialistic critic would say, 
“It was thunder, an ‘earthquake, or some 
unusual disturbance of nature’s forces.” 
If that were so, why did not the lepers and 
people of Samaria hear the noise? God 
honored the faith of the one man in Samaria 
that honored Him, and saved the city. How 
about the various’ plagues that visited 
Egypt, when Pharaoh refused to let Israel 
go? Simply coincidences? How account 
for the exemption of the Israelites, when 
the first-born of all Egypt, from the king 
on the throne to the maid behind the mill, 
was stricken with death on that terrible 
passover night? Every house where the 
blood was displayed, as commanded by God, 
was passed over, and there was no death 
there. How at the Red Sea, when Moses 
stretched forth his rod, the sea parted, and 
the Israelites crossed over safely, but the 
Egyptians assaying to follow, the waters 
came together again, and Pharaoh and his 
hosts were drowned? Was it that the wind 
had shifted at that time? Was it not rath- 
er that God honored the faith of Moses, 
Joshua, and Caleb, and also of the Israelites 
in following them? We might think of the 
gainsaying of Korah, and of the many 
thousands that perished, when the ground 
clave asunder, and fire visited the gain- 
sayers, but not one of the faithful was in- 
jured. Tell me, is God not to be trusted 
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when we obey Him, and feared when antag- 


onized? How about the destruction of the 
ante-deluvians? Noah preached righteous- 
ness and judgment faithfully for one hun- 
dred and twenty years and proved his faith 
in the building of the ark, and in every de- 
tail of his life. But the people of that day 
had no desire for the righteousness of God,. 
nor fear of His judgment. When the sup- 
posed fanatic, Noah, and his family had 
gotten into the ark, and, as the Scriptures 
say, “God closed the door,” was it a mere 
coincidence that the windows of heaven, 
and the flood-gates of the deep were open- 
ed? That Noah in the ark floated in perfect 
safety and security, on the bosom of the 
waters that brought the judgment of God 
to the rest of the world? May these Old 
Testament messages just ring in our ears, 
and bring us to faithfulness towards God. 


What about this terrible war in which we 
as a nation are now engaged? Our country 
endeavored to keep out of it. We felt that 


we should not even show a leaning toward 
either side. The rape of Belgium opened 
our eyes a little; still, we determined to be 
neutral. The Lusitania was sunk, and 
passed over when Germany promised to 
abandon her ruthless submarine murder. 
Hospital ships were sunk; quiet, defenseless 
towns visited by air-ships that dropped 
bombs, killing and maiming old and young 
of both sexes. Wanton destruction of the 
world-reverenced works of art and archi- 
tecture in Belgium and France, passed with 
a feeble protest from our nation; but at last 
when Germany, or rather the German auto- 
crats felt their submarine were numerous 
enough, they declared their policy to be, to 
sink all vessels of any nation passing 
through the waters they prohibited; a pol- 
icy they have consistently lived up to as far 
as able. This brought about a severance of 
diplomatic relations between the United 
States and Germany, and has been followed 
by the declaration on part of the United 
States that a state of war exists. But, ter- 
rible as is the list of atrocious, fiendish acts 
perpetrated by Germany, above all others, 
I believe, was taking Turkey as an ally, 
with the expectation of bringing about a 
Mohammedan uprising, and drawing into 
the hell of destruction, millions of the fanat- 
ics of heathendom, to result in murder and 
rapine of Christians unparalleled in history. 
To what extent has that purpose been car- 
ried out? Of the ancient Christian people— 
the Syrians and Armenians—it is estimated 
that more than 2,000,000 at least have been 
murdered; girls and young women by thou- 
sands handed over to the lust of ferocious 
Kurds—a fate infinitely worse than death— 
and the prayer of the outraged Christian 
for death, unheeded. Men, women, and chil- 
dren unarmed and peaceful have been hus- 
tled out of their homes in the middle of the 
night, and started on travels, they knew not 
where, but which meant slaughter on the 
road from an ambuscade, death by the 
sword, or worse than that, death by starva- 
tion or exposure in the deserts. Is there a 
call on Christians to act? I believe we are 
called by God into this war, to fight on the - 
side of righteousness. Let us stand for 
God and victory for right, with not a 
thought of vengeance; no ambition for gain; 
no desire for aggrandizement by conquest 
of territory. I know it is hard, and, if we 
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had been faithful to God, it would be un- 
necessary. It is hard for the mother to give 
up her son to the danger of war; hard to 
demand the flower of the youth of our na- 
tion; but would we not rather see our young 
men’s bodies in the casket, with the knowl- 
edge they had died in a noble cause, than 
refusing to make sacrifices called for, to 
see them murdered as weaklings? To see 
our homes destroyed; our nation dishonored; 
and worse than death coming to our young 
people; to look upon the ravished bodies of 
our girls and young women, daughters, sis- 
ters, wives, thrown as carrion into the fields 
and along the roadsides ? 

Beloved friends, I believe, with the Bible 
in our hand, implicit faith in God in our 
hearts, following the banner of Christ, as 
Christians, we could march under the stars 
and stripes, and all the kaisers of the world, 
allied with all the powers of hell could not 
withstand us. We read of the victories of 
Israel when trusting God, as in the cases 
of Joshua and Gideon, but, when depending 
on self, defeat every time. 

As we go through the New England 
States, from the railroad can be seen the 
village churches with their steeples pointing 


to heaven; the bells in the belfries, that 
pealed out the gospel invitation; all speak- 
ing of the faith of our forefathers. Get off 
the train; visit the churches; uncared for 
now. Come around on the Lord’s Day; some 
doors locked; no entrance; no more service 
there. Others are open; bells ring indiffer- 
ently; step inside, the most prominent thing, 
the empty seats. As the church buildings 
speak of the faith and faithfulness of our 
forefathers, so the empty seats, and forlorn 
condition of the church, speak eloquently 
and pathetically, of the lack of faith of the 
present generation; and right there we find 
the cause of all distress, or anticipated 
trouble in New England. As Germany, 
France, Belgium, England, Greece, Rou- 
mania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Italy, and other 
nations are being punished for their infidel- 
ity, agnosticism, and materialism, so we 
are being lightly chastised of God, on ac- 
count of our waning faith in Him, and grow- 
ing dependence on the arm of flesh. The 
potato-bug, the gypsy moth, and all the 
other pests that make production more and 
more difficult and discouraging, are the 
chastening of a loving God, whose heart is 
aching for our return to Him by faith. Will 
we do it? I believe in preparedness, and 
have gotten myself disliked sometimes dur- 
ing the past twenty years by advocating a 
strong army and navy asa protection. “Oh,” 
I was told, “the Kaiser, the Czar, the Pres- 
ident, and the great powers had agreed on 
universal peace.” But every one, with an 
eye half.open, knew the Kaiser, at least, was 


' building up the greatest military power 


ever heard of, commencing with the babies, 
and looking to the making of soldiers of all 
males; gun manufactories running overtime, 
ete. 

In this matter, as in all others, take the 
Bible as guide, and we will not be deceived. 
The cry is abroad, and should be heeded; 
back to the farm; back to the tilling of the 
soil; but over and above that, and all other 
commands should ring: Back to God; back 
to the faith of our fathers; back to a de- 





pendence on the Christ of God; heed that 
cry and victory is assured. 


The old-time religion—it is good enough 
for me. 
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WORLD-WIDE SUNDAY-SCHOOL NEWS 
Sunday-school Testament Saves Soldier 


A French soldier, Eugene DeF ail, owes his 
life to a Testament which he had been wear- 
ing over his heart, and in which is imbedded 
the bullet that would have meant his death. 
In the front of the Testament is the inscrip- 
tion, “Presented by an American Sunday- 
school Scholar.” This is one of the more 
than 1,300,000 Testaments and Gospels 
which have been given to the soldiers of 
Europe by the Sunday-school children of 
America, through the World’s Sunday-school 
Association. 

The following letter from Ernest Ber- 
trand, of the French Bible Society, has just 
been received by the American Bible Society, 
by whom the Sunday-school Testament Fund 
has been administered: 

“We have just received your draft of 
$1,000 from the Million Nickel Fund for the 
printing of 20,000 copies of Scriptures at 
five cents each copy, and this edition will 
have a great success in our armies. This 
little book with a nice picture’ on the cover 
(A French soldier reading the New Testa- 
ment in his ‘trench-room’) will be all printed 
next month. I thank you again very much 
for this gift from the American Sunday- 
school children. 

“T send also herewith the official report of 
the French soldier DeFail, of the Presby- 
terian Church in Montmarte, Paris, who was 
seven times wounded, and who was saved by 
the New Testament which he had on the 
heart when a bullet entered in this New 
Testament and thus saved the life of this 
brave soldier. I repeat that this copy has 
on the first page the French inscription, 
‘Presented by an American Sunday-school 
Scholar.’ ” 

You will also be interested in a letter 
signed jointly by Pasteur Benjamin Ber- 
trand and Eugene DeFail, as follows: 

“This New Testament, given at Dieulefit, 
first camp in Douphine, by the French Bible 
Society to Eugene DeFail, soldier in the 
153rd Infantry, 7th Cy., has been handed 
over to me by the above mentioned on the 
tenth of February, 1917. Eugene DeFail is 
among the few survivors of the two French 
Battalions sent to Belgrade and in Serbia in 
1915. He was seven times wounded and 
three times in hospital. Eugene DeFail was 
carrying this New Testament on his chest 
on the tenth of January, 1917, when a bullet 
from a machine-gun struck him on the 
breast in the Schonholtz wood, before Alt- 
kirck (in Alsac), and entered the Testament 
on the rebound! This rebound would cer- 
tainly have been mortal. Three other bul- 
lets afterwards only slightly wounded this 
young soldier, obliging him to take but three 
weeks’ rest. 

“This New Testament has thus saved a 
French sqldier’s life. In testimony of which 
we have both signed the above affidavit.” 

This Testament has saved a life. More 
than a million soldiers, through the message 
received in the Testaments, given by the 
American Sunday-school children and their 
friends, have been prepared for both life and 
death. Will you not help to realize the goal 
of the second million Testaments by sending 
your gifts to the World’s Sunday-school 
Association, 216 Metropolitan Tower, New 
York City? 

Lantern Evangelism in Korea 


In Pyeng Yang, Korea, there is great re- 
joicing over the fact that two thousand 
new believers have been brought into the 
churches of the city through a series of re- 
vival meetings which have just closed. The 
efficient way in which this evangelistic pro- 
gram has been planned and carried out, as 
described by Rev. J. G. Holdcroft, represent- 
ing the World’s Sunday-school Association 
in Korea, is worthy of special attention. 
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The men and women who were to partici- 
pate in this work were first prepared 
through special Bible study classes. Over 
eleven hundred Korean men have been en- 
rolled in these classes in Pyeng Yang since 
January first. Following this preparation, a 
week of union prayer services were held in 
the churches of the city. 

At two P. M. every day during the week 
of revival meetings, a workers’ prayer-meet- 
ing was held, and the workers were then 
divided into eleven bands and sent to every 
section of the city for house to house preach- 
ing, and to distribute specially prepared 
tracts. Of these, ten thousand were used 
daily, and one thousand big red posters in 
prominent places all over the city helped 
give the invitation to come and believe. 
There are one thousand Christian homes 
and shops among the ten thousand houses of 
Pyeng Yang, and nearly every one of these 
displayed a paper lantern at night with in- 
vitations to “believe in Jesus,” written upon 
it, so that the “Jesus doctrine” for the time 
being was thrust into even more prominent 
notice than the cigarette advertising which 
usually holds the field in that city. 

Huge parades of Christian men and boys 
with bands and banners, singing and shout- 
ing invitations to “Yei-su mit-oo-si-o” (be- 
lieve in Jesus) marched through the city on 
two separate days. Every morning at 6: 30 
the church bells pealed forth their invitation 
to rise and join in prayer for the city. Every 
praying home sang “Hover O’er Me, Holy 
Spirit” so that thousands of non-Christians 
roused themselves for the day’s work to 
the notes of this hymn, and in one way or 
_another all day long were persistently in- 
vited to do what ‘even in that heathen city 
the great majority of people deep down in 
their hearts feel they ought to do—give 
their hearts to Jesus. 

And many did. At night scores of willing 
workers brought to church those who during 
the day had promised to attend the meet- 
ings, and by the close of the week two 
thousand people had signified their desire to 
become Christians. These new inquirers are 
immediately enrolled in Bible classes, so 
that they may later, in their turn, join in 
the effort to lead others to Christ. This 
particular revival is but a part of the evan- 
gelistic movement which has been sweeping 
over the Orient during the past two years, 
and which is enlisting among its workers 
every member of the Christian church in 
the different communities. =" 


2 8 & 
PRAYER 
BY MARY B. SHUSS 


Never in the world’s history has there 
been more need of the united prayer of 
the Church of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world than at the present time, that the 
Holy Spirit may move upon the hearts of 
men and nations to break down the walls of 
unrighteousness, oppression, and madness 
that has overtaken the world by the “love 
that passeth knowledge” rather than so 
much horror and bloodshed. 


“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down” 
and just so by faith may all difficulties be 
met. Where there is prayer, faith, and 
obedience God’s army may conquer the 
world for the “Prince of Peace,” but loyalty 
to country is not alone loyalty to Christ. 
Each soldier who fights for or follows the 
flag of our country, if he would be safe in 
death or life; safe in the assurance of vic- 
tory in a noble cause, must personally know 
his God in Christ Jesus. 

Hence the Church of Christ should not 
férget its true mission of earnest, united 
prayer for the souls of our country’s sol- 
diers while it urges them on to training and 
war itself. 
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A POINTER! 


By Rev. Donald P. Hurlburt, Cuttingsville, Vermont 


At the risk of telling an old story, I am 
going to introduce this brief discussion of 
an important subject by relating an inci- 
dent in the life of a prominent minister. 

He once had occasion to visit the church 
auditorium accompanied by his small son. 
As they entered the silent sanctuary, with 
its “dim religious light,” and its general 
effect of emptiness and spaciousness, he no- 
ticed that the boy kept close to him and 
glanced fearfully around. 

“What is the matter, my boy?” asked the 
minister. 

“Where is the zeal?” asked the lad. 

“The what?” queried his father. 

“The zeal.” 

“What zeal?” asked the father, puzzled. 
“What do you mean by the zeal?” 

“Why, the Bible says: ‘The zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up.’ Where is it?” 
again asked the boy, glancing about appre- 
hensively. 

That boy’s attitude toward God’s house 
is an extreme illustration of one school of 
thought, which for the want of a better 
name, we might perhaps call the ultra-rev- 
erent school. 

Historically, this school hark back to the. 
ancient temple of Jehovah, with its holy 
place, and its holy of holies, with its awful 
presence of the Shekinah-cloud, hovering 
between the cherubim. This school consid- 
er God’s house, as they love to call it, a 
sacred place that must not be contaminated 
by anything of a worldly or frivilous na- 
ture. 

The other school, which for the sake of 
convenience and to be strictly impartial we 
will call the infra-reverent school, consider 
the modern church building not the succes- 
sor of the ancient temple, of which, say 
they, there was but one, and that in Jeru- 
salem, but of the Jewish synagogue—or, 
rather, the place in which the synagogue 
met to worship. This was a building or 
room employed for secular as well as re- 
ligious uses—for holding court and some- 
times for school—in fact, as a sort of gen- 
eral social center for the neighborhood. 
Thus, this school of thought do not con- 
sider the building of itself particularly 
sacred. 

Without presuming to take sides with 
either party in this matter, I am calling 
attention to these two schools of thought 
simply to state that perhaps the better 
course is the happy medium between the 
two. In other words, probably the ideal 
attitude toward the house of worship is 
neither one of unduly long-faced solemnity 
nor yet one of flippant levity, but one of 
earnest reverence and genial cordiality. 


Firstly, then, let us consider what we 
should do before the meeting. Should all, 
on entering the room, go immediately to 
their places and seat themselves quietly 
with the least possible disturbance of 
others? 

Surely, this would be well. Assuredly, no 
one would object to such conduct. And yet, 
let us remember that the Christian En- 
deavor Society is supposed to be composed 
of young people who have not yet attained 





the staid ways of middle age. So, let us 
be lenient, if some do not think just as we 
may concerning this matter. And let us 
bear in mind the fact that this meeting is 
not intended to attain to the dignity of the 
Sunday morning period of worship. 

Is friendly visiting permissible before the 
meeting? That is a mooted question, is it 
not? Perhaps I am not qualified to answer 
it satisfactorily for all. But I think that 
a limited amount of friendly visiting on the 
right subjects before the meeting is entirely 
allowable. Some of our societies are in 
rural communities where everybody is re- 
lated to everybody else and all seem like 
one big family. Why should not the mem- 
bers of the family be friendly, when they 
meet? Indeed, the Word teaches us that 
God’s children—which we claim to be—are 
all members of the same great spiritual 
family. Then, of course, we should act as 
though we were. 

But, since we belong to a spiritual family, 
our conversation should be on spiritual sub- 
jects, not on worldly—not on last week’s 
work, or next week’s—or their pleasures, 
either—especially, if, as is generally the 
case, the meeting is held on Sunday. 

“But,” says somebody now, “we can’t 
talk religion all the time.” 

Well, if we haven’t yet learned to talk 
religion out of meeting as well as in meet- 
ing in God’s house on His day, it is time 
that we did. 

Secondly, what should be our attitude 
during the meeting? 

Reverence, coupled with cheerfulness, 
should characterize our every thought, 
word, and act. 

When we assemble for the Christian En- 
deavor meeting, we come on important busi- 
ness. Then it is no time for horse-play or 
rough house. Yet cheerfulness and good 
nature and serene joy should by all means 
mark our conduct. Why not? Do we not 
meet in the name and Spirit of Him who 
brought the greatest joy into the world? 
If so, we should by all means be glad. 


But we should be dead in earnest. We 
Endeavorers are called with a high and holy 
calling. Jesus Christ considered us impor- 
tant enough to come to earth and live and 
die for us. And we are by Him appointed 
to continue the tremendous task He Himself 
began—and to carry it through to a finish. 
“We are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech” men by us—as though we 
stood in His stead and cried, “Be ye recon- 
ciled to God!” 

Can you imagine a gathering in Washing- 
ton of the various representatives from the 
different governments—the recent assem- 
blage of foreign representatives, for in- 
stance, to consult concerning great and im- 
portant matters of state as bearing on the 
successful prosecution of the present war? 
And can you think of these august foreign 
representatives—Marshall Joffre, Former 
Premier Viviani, Right Honorable Arthur 
James Balfour, and the rest, indulging in 
coarse horse-play or being anything but seri- 
ous and dead in earnest? No, of course not. 
They realize that very important issues are 





in their hands—that the lives of men and 
nations may be at stake. And so, while 
geniality and kindliness mark all their in- 
tercourse, they do not indulge in unseemly 
foolishness. And, if they did, how little 
respect we should have for them, and how 
quickly their home governments would re- 
call them! 


And is our task any less important? Are 
not the lives of men and nations at stake 
in our gatherings? Would we wish to dis- 
grace and insult our home government? 

Then, as we gather in the name of Christ, 
to speak of His love and care, to sing songs 
in His praise, to talk with Him in prayer, 
let us be reverent. 

And let us be reverent not only for our 
own sakes, but also for the sake of those 
whose sensibilities concerning these matters 
may be far more delicate than our own. 
Does not Paul say, “If irreverence maketh 
my brother to offend, I will not be irrever- 
ent while the world standeth?” No, not in 
so many words, but in spirit he certainly 
does. 


Throughout the entire meeting we should 
be cheerful, but serious, constantly con- 
scious of the tremendous importance of the 
work we are doing for our Savior and King. 
We cannot do it well without being cheer- 
ful, but we can do it best of all by being 
reverent. 


Thirdly, how shall we act after meeting? 

We should, first.of all, meet all strangers 
present with a handshake and a friendly 
word of greeting. Otherwise, they are very 
liable to feel much like the proverbial puss 
in the strange attic. No possible excuse 
should we allow ourselves to make for not 
doing this. I know that sometimes modest 
young ladies hesitate to approach utter 
strangers of the masculine persuasion with 
outstretched hand and words of welcome. 
But any true woman can do this and not in 
the least surrender her womanliness, and it 
may be that by so doing she may save a 
lonely, homesick soul from shipwreck. By 
all means, greet the strangers cordially. 


Then, what shall we do? 


Well, that depends upon local circum- 
stances. Is your meeting held Sunday even- 
ing, just before the evening public service? 
If so, immediately after the closing of the 
Christian Endeavor meeting and the greet- 
ing of all strangers present, quietly enter 
the auditorium and carry the reverent spirit 
of the earlier meeting into the preaching 
service. Your pastor will appreciate it, if 
you will. He will know, from the atmos- 
phere of quiet reverence, or of subdued 
hilarity, which you bring with you,-whether 
you had a reverent prayer-meeting or not. 

And, if our Sunday services close with 
the Christian Endeavor meeting, then by 
all means let us disperse quietly, so that we 
may carry the sweet, hallowed spirit of the 
meeting home with us, and so that we may 
keep it with us just as long as we possibly 
ean. It will richly repay us. It will bless 
us all the week. 


Perhaps the real solution of this whole 
problem lies in Paul’s statement, not that 
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the building, nor the room, nor yet the day, 
nor even the meeting, merely as such, de- 
serves our reverence, but that “Ye are the 
temple of God, and...... the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you.” If this is true—and it is 
—then we should treat ourselves most rev- 


SUBSTITUTE 


As a matter of course the Roman Cath- 
olics are prejudiced against the distribution 
of copies of Scripture and tracts among 
those who are nominally of their faith, but 
who are indifferent as to their religious 
obligations for reasons which are not short 
of obvious. It is the Mark Twain-ism of 
Smith, the grocer, declaring that “all the 
Smiths, ’cause they be Smiths, must buy 
them eggs of me, no matter whether they 
use eggs or not!” Because an Italian or 
a Hungarian, for instance, emigrates from 
Roman Catholic countries, the sophism is 
that, although they are all out of tune with 
Romanism, they must continue to use the 
name and distinction. “Hands off!” says 
Smith, the grocer, to Brown, his neighbor. 
“Let alone the eggs, even though I don’t 
keep creamery butter, you have no right to 
sell a pound to any Smith, for I can satisfy 
his taste with limburger cheese at half the 
price. So there, now!” 

“But sure, we like those American Bible- 
books!” Tony says. 

“Makes no difference,” the priest replies, 
“you have no right to have them.” 

“Why?” 

“It is not permitted, and never was.” 

“That ’s so! Never was. And because 
we have never had them, we like them.” 


For the “limburger’”—the substitute for 
the Scripture and the tract—what? Not 
long ago I interested myself in asking this 
question. An Italian, a member, and I think 
leader of the Italian band, on leaving for 
Italy to spend the winter, was given some 
New Testaments. He was a nominal Rom- 
an Catholic, but had not been to mass since 
emigrating and for years before doing so; 
but since coming here he had been given 
the Testament, and was beginning to attend 
services at the Italian mission. This had 
given him a desire to take the books with 
him for his friends over home, who had 
never seen one. When he returned to this 
country one of the priests remonstrated 
with him, and said to him: 

“If you want the right kind of reading, 
why don’t you come to me, and let me give 
it to you, as well as for you to be taking 
that which is not for your good?” 

The musician is a bright fellow, and he 
replied: 

“What would it be? Would it be maybe 
the ‘Congressional Record’ or a big dic- 
tionary?” 

The priest did not mind the levity. “Per- 
mit me,” he said, “to let you have something 
altogether profitable.” 

“All right, pop!” he said. “Go ahead!” 

Soon after having had this conversation 
with the priest, he told me about it, and 
upon my expressing a desire to see what 
was to be given him, he agreed to bring it 
to me. 


erently, not only in meeting, but out of it 
—everywhere—all the time. 

Thus all our lives, in meeting and out, 
will be cheerful while reverent. And thus 
shall we prove worthy members of the 
household of faith and noble ambassadors 
of King Christ and His eternal Kingdom. 
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FOR SENSE 


“IT doubt,” he said, “if he brings any- 
thing.” Then he added, skeptically, “What 
if it ’ud be one of his own Catholic Bibles, 
eh?” 

That same afternoon he came into the 
office, carrying an envelope in which was a 
neatly-printed pamphlet. 

“There,” he said, handing it to me, 
“there is what the priest brought to me as 
his substitute for sense. Read it at your 
leisure.” 

I did so, and here it is, entire: 


MASS 


The holy mass is Calvary continued. 

Do we fully appreciate this splendid gift 
of God? 

Knowing this, why is it that we do not 
go to mass as often as we can? Every mass 
is worth as much as the sacrifice of our 
Lord’s life and blood is worth. The mass is 
the most wonderful atonement for our sins. 

At the hour of death the masses you have 
heard will be your greatest consolation. 
Every mass will go with you to judgment 
and plead for pardon. 

At every mass you can diminish the 
temporal punishment due to your sins more 
or less according to your fervor. Assisting 
devoutly at mass, you render to the sacred 
humanity of our Lord the greatest homage. 
He supplies for many of your negligences 
and omissions. He forgives you all the 
venial sins you are determined to avoid. 
He forgives you all the unknown sins you 
have never confessed. The power of Satan 
over you is diminished. You afford the 
— in purgatory the greatest possible re- 
ief. 

One mass heard during your life will be 
of more benefit to you than many heard for 
you after your death. You are preserved 
from many dangers and misfortunes which 
would otherwise befall you. 

You shorten your purgatory by every 
mass. 

Every mass wins for you a higher degree 
of glory in heaven. 

You receive the priest’s blessing, which 
the Lord ratifies in heaven. 

You kneel amidst a multitude of holy 
angels, who, with reverential awe, are pres- 
ent at the holy sacrifice. 

You are blessed in your temporal goods 
and affairs. 

In eternity, yes, in eternity, we shall fully 
realize that it was certainly worth the while 
to attend mass daily. 


The priest called on the musician 
promptly. 

“Did you read the little publication that 
I left with you?” he asked. 

“Oh, sure!” was the reply. 

“You see how-rational it is. I will recom- 
mend other literature of equal value to you. 
No uncertain sound about the bass viol that 
is made of good metal, eh!” 

“Pop,” said the musician, “wherever do 
you get such ideas as are given here in this 
pamphlet?” 

The priest looked at him aghast. 

“Are you so ignorant as all that?” he 
asked. 

“Guess so!” was the reply. 
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Thereupon the priest undertoo’ mn 
elaborate description and defense of the 
mass. 

“Say, pop,” the musician said, “I have 
read the American New Testament pretty 
thoroughly, both in English and Italian, and 
I never saw that which you say.” 

“Do I not impress you that that Ameri- 
can Testament. as you call it, is not the 
true Word of God?” the priest exclaimed. 

“Well, is that what you say in your own 
Bible,” the man asked?” Then, as the 
priest was slow about answering, he said: 
“If it is in it, why don’t you let us have it 
to read for ourselves? Or is it because it 
isn’t in it, that you do not give us a chance 
to see for ourselves?” 

Instead of answering, the priest said: 


“See here! I resent the impolite, not to 
say insulting, way in which you address me 
with the use of that vulgar word for 
‘Father!’ ” 


“He went off, angry,” the musician said, 
recounting the incident to me, “but as I 
closed the door, I said, ‘Good-by, pop!’ ” 

W. H. Morse, M. D. 
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HE KNOWS—HE COMFORTS 
BY MARY BROWN SHUSS 


“As one whom his mother comforteth, so 
will I comfort you.”—Isaiah 66: 13. 


Our Father knows our anguish, 
Our sorrow, pain, and grief. 
His arm is everlasting 

To hold and give relief. 

His word is ever nigh us, 

The promise wholly true— 

As whom his mother comforteth 
So will I comfort you. 


Our Father knows each burden, 
Each trial and each care, 

A throne of grace has given; 

We cast our burdens there 

And in our need he heareth; 

The word He speaks anew, 

As whom his mother comforteth, 
So will I comfort you. 


Our Father knows the tempter; 
Our Savior stands between, 

And suffers not His children 

To fall in snares unseen. 

Life’s storms may rage.about us, 
His word all fears subdue:— 
As whom his mother comforteth, 
So will I comfort you. 


Our Father knows the heaven 
Prepared for all His own; 

He chastens and prepares us 
To reach the glory throne. 
And there in rapture bowing 
All tongues and nations, too, 
Shall hear the word eternally 
“So will I comfort you.” 
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JUDGED BY. WHAT WE CONQUER 

The girl with a sunny, happy disposition 
is sure of friends. It may not be any 
especial effort for her to radiate sunshine. 
Her nature is winsome. Another girl who 
is struggling bravely against a quick 
temper and a tendency to be morose may 
have fewer friends here, but she stands just 
as high in heaven. God judges us by what 
we overcome.—Exchange. 


“As a countenance is made beautiful by 
the soul’s shining through it, so the world 
is beautiful by the shining through it of a 
God.” 
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A SKETCH OF PETER’S TRAINING 


The first we hear of Simon is when An- 
drew his brother tells him he has found the 
Messiah and brings him to Jesus, and Jesus 
looks upon him and gives him a new name 
—Peter. Like most of us, Peter came to 
Jesus upon the testimony of another. 

Happy the inquirer who meets a person 
who knows Jesus. Many a church mem- 
ber can bring a sinner to the church and 
perhaps to the prayer-meeting, and occa- 
sionally to the minister, but rarely to Jesus. 
The reason for this failure lies in the fact 
that they do not know Jesus, but only know 
about Him. 

Peter had not been long with Jesus before 
he made the confession that he (Peter) was 
a sinful man. No doubt Peter thought that 
he, himself, was a pretty good fellow until 
he measured his character by that of Jesus. 
The confession was made by Peter on the 
day Jesus used his boat as a pulpit to 
preach to the multitude on the shore. There 
were three important things Peter did that 
day. He loaned his boat to Jesus; he obeyed 
Him in casting the net on the right side of 
the ship, and in confessing himself a sinner. 
If a person to-day will loan what he has to 
Jesus, listen to what he has to say, and obey 
His instructions, he will confess himself a 
sinner and be ready to leave all and follow 
Jesus as Peter did. 

We next see the testing of Peter with the 
other disciples. He was sent forth to preach 
the gospel. He was to take nothing for his 
journey, save a staff only—no food, no extra 
clothing, and no money. He was to trust in 
the Lord to provide. All Christians have to 
face this same problem of whether they are 
trusting in their own ability, or in the 
friendships they have made or in their 
wealth; or whether their trust is in God and 
God alone. 

We next see Peter calling upon Jesus for 

- help. He has got into trouble by thinking 
that he has the ability to do whatever Jesus 
can do. Jesus can walk upon the water. 
Why not he? He asks permission. It is 
granted. He makes a failure. Jesus reach- 
es forth His hand and saves him. Peter 
looked at the boisterous wind instead of at 
Jesus. Many Christians to-day look to see 
which way the wind blows instead of at 
Jesus. Blessed is the Christian that real- 
izes that all that he is and does is by the 
grace of God and that he of himself can do 
nothing, and that he can only walk upon the 
troubled waters by the faith of the Son 
of God. Let us remember that there are 
some things one Christian can do and an- 
other cannot do. God has given to each his 
special gift. 

We have heard of one confession of Peter 
—that he was a sinner. Now listen to his 
greater confession. Jesus asks Peter, 
“Whom say ye that I am?” and he replies, 
“Thou art the Christ, the son of the living 
God.” Every true Christian must make 
both these confessions. The confession of 
being a sinner, without the confession of the 
divinity of Christ amounts to nothing, nor 
does it avail anything to confess the divin- 
ity of Christ without the confession of being 
a sinner. The two must go together. 

Let us now look at Peter as he tries to 
tell Jesus what he should and should not 
do. Jesus is telling about His death and 





Peter rebukes Him—contradicts Him—and 
says, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall 
never be unto thee. Jesus’ reply was: Thou 
art a stumbling block unto me; for thou 
mindest not the things of God, but the 
things of men.” If we would listen, we 
would hear Jesus saying to us, thou art 
minding the things of men instead of the 
things of God. I have said men should be 
won by the preaching of the gospel, but you 
have substituted other things. Which has 
proven the best for the world? Peter’s way 
or God’s way? If Peter had had his way 
the world would not have been saved. There 
would have been no redemption. We may 
be anxious to instruct God about the world’s 
war, but let us remember that God spared 
not His only beloved Son, but let Him be 
killed in order to bring about redemption. 
The blood shed in the present war may be 
to work out some sort of a redemption for 
the world. God only knows. Our duty is 
to confess our sins, and to ask pardon for 
our individual and national sins and 
acknowledge that the present war has been 
brought about by the sin of covetousness, 
which is idolatry. God’s way of destroying 
idolatry may not be our way. Let us not 
be found rebuking—contradicting—God. in 
His methods. 

We now come to an experience of Peter’s 
that we all enjoy—the transfiguration of 
Jesus. No wonder Peter wanted to stay 
upon the mountain top. He thought it was 
a good place to remain, but Jesus thought 
different. This experience was given to 
Peter as an incentive to more active work 
for Jesus. 

During most of our Christian life we see 
Jesus only in His humanity, but occasional- 
ly he is revealed to us in all the grandeur of 
His divinity. We cannot explain or express 
it. It is an inward sight. It is neither a 
sight nor a feeling and yet it is both. 

At the last supper we see Peter boasting 
in self-confidence of his loyalty to Christ. 
He says, although all shall be offended yet 
will not I. The other disciples may prove 
disloyal, but he never. He thinks Jesus does 
not know him, when he tells him that before 
morning he (Peter) will three times deny 
that he knows Him. Poor Peter. He was 
conscientious when he thought he was loyal. 

Let us be careful when we see another 
Christian side-step, slip, or fall, that we do 
not say that we never would have done that, 
or that they were a poor sort of a Christian, 
or that we do not believe that they ever 
were a Christian. We are all apt to think 
that we are a little more loyal than our 
neighbor. Let us have less confidence in 
ourself, but more faith in God. 

After this self-confident boasting of Peter 
how easy was his next downward step; his 
going to sleep when Jesus wanted him to 
watch and commune with Him. Jesus came 
and wanted to speak to Peter, but he was 
asleep. He, Jesus, said unto him: “Simon, 
sleepest thou? couldest thou not watch one 
hour?” Where was Peter’s boasted loyalty? 
How many times has Jesus come to us want- 
ing to speak to us and found us sleeping? 
Eternity only can teli. Our Christian lives 
are dull and joyless because we are asleep 
or only half awake when Jesus comes to us. 
In our drowsy condition we often hear 
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Jesus speak, but are not quite sure, and 
so take no heed and he goes away telling us 
to sleep on—and we do. 

How easy after sleeping is the next step 
of denying Jesus. We now see Peter curs- 
ing and swearing that he never knew Jesus. 
Three times he denies Him, and then Jesus 
turns and looks at him and Peter remem- 
bers and goes out and weeps bitter tears of 
repentance. A sleepy Christian will be sure 
of denying the Savior. He is not sure 
about anything. He thinks that his former 
experience was only a dream—a fancy of 
the imagination. He doubts the reality of 
Jesus, of sin, a Savior, heaven, and hell. 
All things are hazy. When a Christian gets 
in this state he needs to get a good look 
at Jesus and remember Jesus’ words and 
repent. 

Jesus did not forget Peter’s condition 
after his denial of Him, but as soon as 
Jesus was risen He sent word to Peter that 
He wanted to see him. Peter might have 
thought that there was no hope for him, 
but Jesus’ message encouraged him. Ail- 
though we may deny Jesus, He remains ever 
faithful. 

Peter’s lesson is nearly learned. We see 
him and Jesus by the seashore after break- 
fast. Jesus asks him: Simon, lovest thou 
me more than these? Do you love me more 
than the others do? You said you would be 
more loyal than they. Peter is not as con- 
fident now as he was. He tells Jesus that 
he knows that he loves Him. Jesus asks 
him the second time, not does Peter love 
Him more than the others do but, Lovest 
thou me? The question now is, leaving 
every one else out, do you really love me? 
Peter can only reply that Jesus knows he 
loves Him. It grieved Peter to be asked the 
third time if he loved Jesus, and he casts 
himself upon the love of Jesus. 

This question of Jesus was not a question 
of belief, knowledge, work, or confession, but 
of love. We can have the others and yet 
lack love. It is not a love for church serv- 
ice or religious work, but a love for Him. 
Lovest thou me? 

The confession of Peter’s love was not 
enough. Jesus told him to give proof of it 
by feeding the lambs, tending the sheep, and 
feeding them. To-day Jesus asks a proof 
of our love. Faith without works is dead. 

One more experience of Peter. Jesus 
tells Peter the mode of his death and re- 
quests him to follow Him. Peter was not 
content to simply follow in the path marked 
out for him, but he wanted to know what 


John was to do. Jesus says to him: ‘What 


is that to thee? follow thou me.” 

Are we not often anxious to know what 
other Christians are to do? Do we not even 
go so far as to tell them what they ought 
and ought not to do, and then find fault that 
they are not doing the things we think they 
should be doing, when perhaps they are do- 
ing the work God has laid out for them? 
Let us remember that it is none of our 
business what work God has given another 
to do. Our business is to be found doing 
faithfully the work assigned us. 

F. W. SPEER. 

84 Van Neu Place, Newark, N. J. 
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When thou prayest rather let thy heart 
be without words than thy words without 
heart.—John Bunyan. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





Congressman Webb has introduced a 
bill which, if it becomes a law, will pro- 
hibit not only the manufacture but the use 
of alcoholic beverages during the war. 


Dr. Arthur Warrent Waite, who 
killed his father-in-law, John E. Peck, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., some time ago, was 
executed in Sing Sing prison, May 24. 








A new donation by John D. Rocke- 
feller of $25,000,000 to the endowment of 
the Rockefeller Foundation was announced 
May 23. The new gift increases the re- 
sources of the foundation to $125,765,000. 





The fire losses of the country during 
the past year totalled $214,530,995, an in- 
crease of more than $44,000,000 over the 
year previous. The report attributed the 
extraordinary increase to habitual “Amer- 
ican carelessness,” and “the tremendous ex- 
pansion of the munitions manufacturing in- 
dustry.” 





The war revenue bill, framed to 
bring into the treasury $1,800,000,000 
through new taxation during the coming 
year, passed the House by a vote of 329 to 
76, in almost the same form that it was 
presented by the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee two weeks ago. Virtual redrafting of 
the bill in the Senate is regarded as certain. 
It was passed by the House May 23, but the 
final passage of the bill probably cannot be 
accomplished in less than a month. 





The greatest campaign the Red Cross 
ever has waged, designed to raise $100, 
000,000 to care for American soldiers who 
fight democracy’s battle on European fields 
and to lend a helping hand to thousands in 
the districts already devastated by the war, 
was launched in Washington, May 24, at a 
meeting of representatives of the larger 
cities of the country. The soldiers must be 
taken care of and it is through the work of 
the Red Cross that it must be done and is 
done. 





Thousands of copies of the message 
in which President Wilson declared that our 
quarrel is not with the German people but 
with the German government, were sent 
over from the French lines by aeroplane 
and balloon. The first tangible fruits of 
the enterprise were reported from near St. 
Quentin on May 11, when more than fifty 
German soldiers, “every man with his hands 
up and each waving a white paper which 
proved to be one of the German copies of 
the President’s address,” crossed No Man’s 
Land and surrendered. 





The Westminster Gazette, of Eng- 
land published a message from a correspon- 
dent who says the submarine menace is be- 
ing mastered by a simple method, which the 
correspondent indicates is the invention of 
an American. He says the method, which is 
reputed to be infallible, requires only a lit- 
tle time to come into full effect and wear the 
German submarines out. It 1s a model of 
simplicity. Also, that “only a little time is 
needed for our pre-eminent inventive brains 
to outstrip the pirate professors, and by a 
method which is simplicity itself we already 
have the life of the U-boat campaign 
measured,” 





The law which prohibits newspapers 
carrying liquor ads becomes effective the 
first of July this year. Postmaster. General 
Burleson has announced the territory to 
which it will be unlawful to mail publica- 
tions, letters, etc., containing liquor adver- 
tisements. He indicates that such adver- 
tisements are excluded in counties or terri- 
tory in Ohio where the sale of liquor as < 
beverage is prohibited. Then because every 
county in Ohio has some townships which 
prohibit the sale of liquor as a beverage, 
not an Ohio newspaper can carry a liquor 
advertisement in the State after June 30th. 


——Mattoon, IIl., was swept by a cyclone 
May 26, and the dead number from fifty 
to one hundred. Paris and Charleston, oth- 
er towns in the same county with Mattoon, 
are reported to have been razed and further 
loss of life is feared. Modesto and Palyria, 
in McCoupin County, were razed and five 
persons killed in each town. The list of 
injured at all these places is said to be 
heavy and property damage large. On Fri- 
day the cyclone swept through Kansas, and 
on Sunday 100 people were killed in a tor- 
nado at Sayre, Ala., and six at Bradford. 
But Mattoon suffered the greatest loss of 
life in Illinois, and 500 were injured at that 
place. 





Brazil’s entry into the war is re- 
garded in Washington as a question merely 
of days. Those who have watched South 
American developments closely believe that 
the sinking of the steamer Tijuca may pro- 
vide the incident required to place the more 
pacific members of the Brazilian Congress 
in the list of those willing to vote for active 
hostilities against Germany. President 
Braz on May 22d asked Congress to revoke 
the declaration of neutrality and if Con- 
gress accepts his suggestion a formal decla- 
ration of war probably will follow imme- 
diately. Brazil was one of the first South 
American countries to sever relations with 
Germany. 


——-Four days before the American de- 
stroyer flotilla arrived abroad Berlin knew 
it was on the way and to what port it was 
going, and the day before the little vessels 
steamed into Queenstown German subma- 
rines had strewn mines about the harbor 
entrance. This news was received at the 
Navy Department, May 25, in a cablegram 
from London, and reveals to this country 
that the German spies not only still are at 
work in this country but that they have a 
swift and sure means of communicating 
America’s war secrets to the fatherland and 
there is an imperative need of secrecy in 
connection with our naval operations. The 
premature publication of ship movements 
is particularly a source of danger. It is 
thought that the news was conveyed to Ger- 
many by means of some code message which 
the allied cable censors passed as innocent. 


——In a town on the southeast coast of 
England, May 25, women and children who 
had stood for hours in a long line in the 
busiest street there, waiting to purchase 
potatoes, were the principal victims of the 
German airplane raid. The women and 
children had little warning of the raid and 
‘were easy victims of the air vultures who 





dropped their deadly bombs indiscriminate- 
ly. The raid, which claimed the lives of 
seventy-six persons, and caused injury to 
175 others, proved more deadly than any 
raid made on England since the beginning 
of the war. As though in answer to this 
air raid by Germany on the British coast, 
plans for immediate training and equipment 
of 10,000 American airmen for the Europe- 
an front were announced in New York by 
the United States aircraft production 
board through President Hawley of the 
Aero Club of America. Hawley pointed out 
that the allies’ greatest victories in recent 
months have been due to supremacy in the 
air. 





The third relief ship is being fitted 
out for the purpose of making an attempt 
to bring back Donald MacMillan, the ex- 
plorer, who went to the Arctic in 1913 to 
search for the new continent which Rear 
Admiral Peary thought he had discovered 
several years before and which he had 
named Crocker Land. McMillan sént back 
word in 1915 that he had made a sledge trip 
of 130 miles across the ice in the direction 
of the supposed continent and had found no 
trace of land and many scientists have sup- 
posed that what Rear Admiral Peary saw 
was an extraordinary vivid mirage. The 
original expedition was conducted under the 
auspices of the American Museum of 
Natural History of the American Geograph- 
ical Society and the University of Illinois, 
and it is a committee representing these in- 
stitutions that is responsible for the relief 
expeditions. The troubles of the MacMillan 
party began shortly after their departure in 
July, 1918, when their ship was wrecked 
off Barge Point, Labrador, and it was nec- 
essary to transfer the entire party and sup- 
plies to another ship, which reached Etah 
that fall. 


——A Belgian newspaper has circulated 
a story that the Germans strip their dead 
behind the firing-line, fasten them into bun- 
dles of three or four bodies with iron wire, 
and then dispatch them to the rear, and 
then they are sent to a place where they are 
used in the making of a kind of oil and in 
extracting glycerin. Some British newspa- 
pers seized upon the story triumphantly, a 
Paris paper ridicules the idea and scorns 
those who are credulous enough to believe 
such a thing, while some German organs 
deny the fact, then another Paris newspaper 
notes that the German authorities do not 
absolutely deny the charge that matters— 
the charge that the German authorities do 
use the bodies of dead soldiers. One Ger- 
man paper stated that the idea was “loath- 
some and ridiculous,” but did not deny it or 
say that the report was untrue. The Ger- 
man wireless declares that the word 
kadaver “is never used for human bodies, 
but only for the carcasses of animals.” 
Kadaver was a syllable in the word used 
for the name of an establishment for the 
purpose of disposing of dead bodies. The 
report was that the glycerin obtained from 
this source was being used in the making of 
munitions. But such a story is hard to be- 
lieve, though some of the newspapers are 
inclined to believe it, while others scorn to 
think the charge is true. 
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North, Grove S. S. ....ccccccccscccsccscccecs 1.00 
Eel River 
Wakarumn S. GS. ...ccccccccccccccccsscccsove 7.17 
Wa Fe is vies ce vavcueccnssnedcerewsevee 3.00 
nae Bi Tk. c on bck oso cctbens sepyepene se tees 2.29 
MUrFAy ..cocccccs pane | 6D 
Collamer S. S. .....seseees 2.00 
Six Mile S. BS. 2... cccccccsocvccccccvccses 2.00 


RAE ces. occ 2coscin nivaccheduncealeass- (Rae 


Central Indiana 


ee Tee BG, iviisnekcdcc srt ase sth sviecives 2.00 
Western Michigan and Northern Indiana 
OGlivd Chapel B. Be ccs cccscccvccsvccccsccvcess 3.00 
New York Eastern 
NG c'cpennen 60 ccccdivas cee weret ceane seen 1.00 
New Britain S. S. ......cccccccccctcccccccces 2.00 
Wrest Dee, Cee By Bi. ov coveicccactpecwsese 1.00 
Ts eh ESS PE cictaneasc dance ccasaeisnct 1.00 
Southern Wabash Illinois 
Grand Prairie ..ccccccccrececesscesevvessces 2.00 
Sugar Creek .......ccsceccccccccccscsseceses -84 
Se Pere errr rere rrr Trier 2.00 
BS NN Sakis ob acdURacbedonenay eer rineseet es 1.00 
Mt. Vernon 
High Water &. &. ...cccccccoccccccccesevecss 2.00 
DER. Piegeant B. Bu... ccccccccsvcvcecsccscoccce 1.78 
New York Central 
Lakemont S. S. ......ececccceccvessecsccccee 3.73 
URMNWEED GE, Be. cae cscvvcvcce sestcsvccecese 2.25 
Virginia Valley Central 
Mow Meme &. Bi .ccccccccccccescccccvcseseceuc 1.36 
Woods Chapel &S. S. ...cccccccccccccccccccccce 1.00 
Northern Kansas 
Wee B. Gi ec kiciigeccccnccnsscveccessveess 1.60 
Ohio Eastern 
Coes Chapel B. Be uc. ccvcccvsvesccvsccccusene 2.17 
Tioga River 
PUM TB. Bo vic duicnc cscceneds desc svcances 2.11 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Bakerville B. Be... cccvvccccccccceccovceiscsesc -50 
Ontario 
Pe BE. Bo ccvecncevcsvscvessccoecascecse 2.08 
EO FT eee er 1.00 
Rimgwoed 6. B. ..cccccccccccsccescvccssoccess 1.00 
Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania 
DNAS: B,.Bs ois cicasioe saseviscvcccvvecsice 1.00 
Eastern Virginia 
ee Ba Ths ck cen cine nce pecess46005504n0d 5.00 
Southern Ohio 
ne CE Bi vknc.0on 5.06. 660306decrecedees 5.00 
WOMEN, Tis hg Be Be esc 6 ere8.6s veceperecenscyscen 1.50 
Michigan 
MPG BB. occ cccceccvscccssessncestcscee -75 
Western North Carolina 
Cnn: B.. Bi..i.ksdis ceWes tans cavccvoctvvevcs 58 
Eastern North Carolina 
pie eS ere err errr rT rer re 2.00 
Personal 
T. J. Bolland, Wray, Ga. B.D. 1 ..cccccccces 1.00 
A. P. Melstrom, Goodland, Kansas ........... 5.00 
FOR AGED. MINISTERS’ HOME 
Personal 
A. P. Melstrom, Goodland, Kansas ........... 2.50 
FOR CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE 
Personal 
A. P. Melstrom, Goodland, Kan. ............+. 2.50 
FOR EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
Christian Publishing Association.............. 25.00 
Christian Endeavor Department .............. 4.16 
SEENON COPOTONNOUE 5.06 cc wi0nsc0scosgriccdneis 18.75 


FOR JIREH COLLEGE 
Miami Ohio 








WOE: TR. 55 vic habadap deceiver sce Snvee ens 7.00 
FOR FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Erie 
NG 55 ses Vasa stds ha esp heeesae ess ies 1.00 
BNEW caidincane Keane aeeeew ae oks soe bucked beac 2.00 
SNL 54.0 dh opeS ow tA Re SCCE SEMA DHOE HCO 1.00 
Poplar Chapel als -90 
MD 525:5 66:00 6's aat 6 45 
Se NE aia 5 wie ted Se TeeEVSeRS CCAS eR DERE 1.00 
ENE. sic b.x swan 6 snes weeds SARE Rea een wee 1.00 
WOROUON sic tinkncar deena Vibes eset eens seas ees 3.33 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
TE PRT, PH IEE: ipo Kc dip veo ok csee eos cdnceas 11.00 
New York Western 
IIE cnr na dwn eu ghee eH cS hike eo wees 1.00 
er errr re rare re 1.00 
New Jersey 
Sweet Valley 1.00 
EE occa ass ee bcssiceal aw Sei baie e56.0u ae 65% 1.00 
NE iw KS WR 5 ne 66 oF sis 65:04 sb0c Kb oti aes 1.00 
South Vienna 1.00 
BGs oda S235 1.00 
Oak Grove 1.05 
Thurston 1.00 
Binghamton 1.00 
Northwestern Indiana 
ee ree By Bie snee sw ksss oss cadaves cies *1.00 
TIOOR . vcccces eseens Raed Oaks ois Bie bob eee eae> - - 2.00 


Eastern Indiana 
SERRA, ois cvckchcivenesacevussseyegeverstces SNe 
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; New York Eastern Introduction Scripture, that He must rise from the dead. 
NI cic cecancduvebanness ocecceateta 2.25 . 
South Westerlo .............. eibewakecsahuus 1.00 Joseph of Arimathea, having secured the In later experiences and study they saw 
Sinise Merrimack too body of Jesus, was joined by Nicodemus, clearly the full meaning of the Scripture 
MONS Cee cece eee ees ceceesdseeserceetaue . 


North Carolina and Virginia 
Greensboro 


Eastern Virginia 
Memorial Temple, Norfolk ................0-- 2.50 


Southern Wabash Illinois 
Sugar Creek 


CRG 6SEG UEC MSR ROU CEES SC EU es ones 1.00 
Northwestern Ohio 

WHI  Siceiaticprnsecassicee cuartececces 1.25 
Miami Ohio 

NE MN ain ins be paeueRV ie ancetdedeade 1.20 

Arta aia 86.366 .au peaban actin iok aWGwoe Gees 1.00 

ME i di bic ccc inamedendas Cotebceenes 1.00 

ING. aoc Sed dbine ce en calenies woieane tes 4.00 

ES eisai Newh cane ages s daee vu cn 1.00 

BAAN 0 Kind dale Naa. elude Retin Khe Re ERCC EER ed 1.00 

WE NY vied cael head wenudeewewe ee scan’ 2.10 

EINES sk Kad ccea welimkah six ds cane e oc crectire é 1.00 
Rockingham 

MU we ede wade kc eduentdcee ils delve 1.00 
Central lowa 

NMMEIE oivcccs i acdceiner as tude CRake haces 1.00 

PE MOE ached duicuclen WNSTwEREKeE cic Hea kers 1.00 


GEE his wesw Can acesecokuewexecaarcaencs 1.00 











Pee MND <a deed ere Cae eeAK ha Kaew nee bin 1.00 
Eastern North Carolina 
SD. 5 vac U Seve eaee ner accra ss Geeeetcckske we 1.00 
Southern Wabash Illinois 
NE a Wan ccs Ckveed ede einen de <secunccuaes 1.00 
Personal 
Mrs. T. W. Harden, London Mills, Ill. ........ 3.00 
Rev. John Blood, Riegelsville, N. J. .......... 1.00 
Rev. L. B. Case, West Union, Ohio ........... 15 
Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, Warren, Ind. . et 1.00 
Rev. W. P. Kibbey, Jamestown, Ind. .. 1.00 
Rev. E. C. Geeding, Newton, Ill. ..... i 1.00 
Rev. A. W. Andes, Harrisonburg, Va. ........ 4.89 
Rev. R. G. English, Amesbury, Mass. ......... 1.00 
Rev. Eliza L. Brown, Liberty, Ind. ........... 2.00 
Rev. W. V. Miller, Lynchburg, Ohio .......... 1.00 
Rev. W. R. Brodt, West Union, Ohio 1.00 
Amanda M. Beals, Galva, Ill. ....... 5.00 
A member of Wakefield, Va., church . 1.00 
Rev. C. E. Huff, Oronoque, Kansas ... x 2.00 
Rev. A. J. Bowman, Manchester, Ohio ........ 1.00 
ip, RN. oxina Bache Coed eswaekesucts-ncdseacene 1.00 
Rev. F. M. Thomas, Jasper, Mo. .............. 1.00 
Rev. Henry Russell Jay, Columbus, Ohio ...... 1.00 
Rev. S. M. Milholland, Edna, Kansas ......... 1.00 
Rev. H. Hull, St. Joseph, Mo. .... =e 1.00 
Rev. F. H. Peters, New Bedford, Ma «a 1.00 
B. E. Gardner, Bethel, Ohio ........ én 1.00 
Rev. W. P. Fletcher, Keswick, Ont. .......... 1.00 
Rev. G. W. Vanderburg, Winchester, Ind. .... 1.00 
Rev. Alice C. Nute, Glenada, Ore. ............ 1.00 
Orpha Adkinson, Montesano, Wash. .......... 1.00 
A member of Milford Center church .......... 1.00 
American Christian Convention .............. 200.00 
Southern Christian Convention .............. 50.00 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





Lesson for June 17, 1917 
THE RISEN LORD 
John 20: 1-18 
Time—April 9, A. D. 30. 
Place—Jerusalem. 


Golden Text—Now hath Christ risen 
from the dead, the first-fruit of them that 
are asleep.—1 Cor. 15: 20. 


Daily Readings 

Monday, June 11—The Risen Lord. John 
20: 1-9. 

Tuesday, June 12—Mary. Comforted. John 
20: 10-18. 

Wednesday, June 13—Thomas Convinced. 
John 20: 19-31. 

Thursday, June 14—Disciples Surprised. 
John 21: 1-14. 

Friday, June 15—Resurrection 
1 Cor. 15: 1-11. 


Saturday, June 16—Resurrection Hope. 
1 Cor. 15: 12-28. 


Gospel. 


Sunday, June 17—Resurrection Glory. 1 
Cor. 15: 35-49. 


who came to Jesus by night, members of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin, but fearing the Jews, 
never came out boldly for Jesus. His death, 
however, revealed their love, and now in 
spite of consequences, they came forward to 
give His mangled body a decent burial. 
They would now, in a measure, atone for 
their neglect while He was living, by lavish- 
ing out their attention and wealth and ex- 
pressing their love and devotion for Him 
after He was dead. Hastily, because the 
day was wearing away and the Sabbath was 
drawing near, they poured out their love 
by procuring a great quantity of myrrh and 
aloes for the embalming of His body. They 
wound the body of Jesus in linen clothes 
with spices as the manner of the Jews is to 
bury, and buried it in a near-by garden, in 
a new made sepulchre, wherein was never 
man laid. 





Comments 


I. The Empty Tomb Discovered. 
20:1, 2) 

We are not told what had become of the 
other disciples. They had perhaps con- 
cealed themselves, fearing the wrath of the 
high priest and of the mob, lest they should 
direct their fury against them. Our writer 
omits all the detail of the burial until the 
coming of Mary Magdalene to the tomb on 
the first day of the week. We know that 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
Jesus were present and looked on while 
their Lord was buried. The Roman guard 
was placed at the tomb to guard it, and an 
angel appeared before whose brightness the 
watchers became as dead men, and who 
later announced to’ Mary Magdalene and to 
the other women the resurrection. 


(John 


With great haste, Mary then sped away 
to announce the news to the other disciples 
whom she might find. The meaning of the 
empty tomb had not yet dawned upon her. 
Coming to Peter and John, she cried with 
the agony of her soul, They have taken 
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 
know not where they have laid Him. 


II. Peter and John Hasten to Verify the 
News. (Vs. 3-10) 

What could the news mean? Could it be 
possible that His enemies would do further 
indignities to His mangled body? Without 
delay for questioning, they went running to 
the tomb, Peter in the lead, followed by 
John, whose name is quaintly concealed. So 
they both ran together: and the other dis- 
ciple did outrun Peter, and came first to 
the sepulchre. 


Stooping down, John looked into the tomb, 
and saw the linen and grave-clothes, not in 
disorder, but folded as with the same care 
as if one had arisen from sleep and laid 
them aside. John hesitated at this sight 
and stopped without the tomb, but impetu- 
ous Peter rushed into the tomb and saw the 
linen clothes, and the napkin which was 
about His head, not being with the linen 
clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself. It then dawned upon John that this 
meant resurrection. He did not mention it 
to Peter, but went forth with great hope, 
for he saw and believed. It was entirely 
clear to them, for as yet they knew not the 








concerning the resurrection. 


Ill. The Lord Appears to Mary. (Vs. 
11-16) 

Peter and John had gone when Mary 
Magdalene returned. Standing there in the 
silence of the garden in the first gray light 
of the Sabbath dawn calling up the familiar 
scene and reviving the experiences connect- 
ed with His death, her pent-up grief over- 
flowed and she stood near the sepulchre 
weeping. She did not understand all about 
this mystery of His death, but she did un- 
derstand that His cold, lifeless body had 
been laid away in the tomb and now even 
that was gone. In her grief, stooping down, 
she looked again into the tomb, and she 
saw even a stranger sight than had Peter 
and John—two angels in white sitting, the 
one at the head and the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus had lain. She 
seemed not to have regarded them as super- 
natural beings, for her soul and mind were 
absorbed in her concern for her Lord. To 
their question, Woman, why weepest thou? 
she replied, Because they have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid Him. Turning about, with her eyes 
still dim with tears of weeping, she saw an- 
other figure in the shadow of the garden 
but knew not that it was Jesus. He asked 
in a voice that she did not recognize, Wom- 
an, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? 
The question seemed cruel and unnecessary. 
She thought the questioner was the garden- 
er and knew that he would fully under- 
stand what she meant and earnestly asked 
him, Sir, if thou hast borne him away, tell 
me where thou hast laid him and I will take 
him away. In that soft, familiar tone, Je- 
sus saith unto her, Mary. With word her 
eyes were fixed clearly upon Him and she 
saw Him distinctly and recognized Him. 
Possibly she rushed to Him to throw herself 
at His feet, and utters one word, Rabboni, 
which is to say, Master, most excellent 
teacher. 


IV. The Message to the Brethren. (Vs. 
17, 18) 

Jesus forbade her to touch Him, for He 
had not ascended to His Father. The old 
relationship was to give way to the new; the 
old touch fellowship was to give place to 
the touch of the Spirit, which binds in 2 
closer fellowship. Jesus gives Mary a mes- 
sage, saying, Go to my brethren, and say un- 
to them, I ascended unto my Father and to 
your Father and to my God and to your 
God. Here the Common Fatherhood of God 
is clearly taught. The meaning of these 
words is now fulfilled as it could nev- 
er have been before. His earthly life was 
now over, the crisis of all the ages had 
passed, He was ready to begin a new era, 
a new dispensation, which death and resur- 
rection had ushered in. He had won His 
place as Redeemer of man, the Mediator 
between God and man, the Savior of the 
world. His disciples were soon gathered 


about Him and commissioned to go forth 
to proclaim the gospel and make disciples 
of all nations. 

Mary carried the message faithfully to 
the disciples, and with repeated evidences 
of His resurrection until there could be no 
doubt of its genuineness, the barrier of 
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doubt was broken down and His disciples 
were prepared for the ushering in of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and 
the beginning of the new dispensation in the 
spread of the gospel and the salvation of 
the world. 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - Secretary 


Elon College, N. C. 


Topic for June 24, 1917 


CITY MISSIONS 
Psalms 87:1-7 


The Scripture: 


His foundation is in the holy mountains. The 
Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the 
dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are spoken of 
thee, O city of God. Selah. I will make mention 
of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me: be- 
hold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man 
was born there. And of Zion it shall be said, This 
and that man was born in her: and the _ highest 
himself shall establish her. The Lord shall count, 
when he writeth up the people, that this man was 
born there. Selah. As well the singers as the play- 
ers on instruments shall be there: all my springs are 
in thee. 





The Leader:—“As the city is, so is the 
nation,” is beginning to be heard frequently 
these days. The country is in a state of 
transition and flux. The strong churches 
are in the great centers of population and 
of wealth. We must save the cities or lose 
all. What shall we do about it? What 
can we do? Social service is our hope—and 
social service is a Christian Endeavor prin- 
ciple from the beginning. What can we do? 


Topics for Essays and Addresses :— 
Christ and Cities; The Drift to the Cities; 
City Churches and Recruits for the Minis- 
try; Institutional Churches; Private Relief 
Work in Cities; The Problem of Unemploy- 
ment; Child Labor; Women as Wage- 
earners. 


Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—Are we doing anything for city 
missions? What? How? Why? Why 
must we save the cities? How can the 
Church help conserve health in cities? 
Morals? Should the church look after the 
recreation of the children? Are parks 
necessary? Must the saloons be allowed to 
continue in business? Is street preaching 
worth while? Is the society here doing its 
duty? AmI? 


MISSION WORK IN OUR CITIES 


BY REV. OMER S. THOMAS, HOME MISSION 
SECRETARY 


It is very seldom wise to criticize the 
things that our ancestors have done, or 
failed to do, and what I have to say is not 
given in the way of criticism so much as 
by way of apology. 

The work of our Church in the past has 
been very little in the cities. In the United 
States there are about twelve hundred cities 
of over five thousand population, and in 
only forty-two of them do we have churches. 
In these forty-two cities we have fifty-three 
churches, so that the rest of our more than 
twelve hundred churches are what are 
usually termed rural churches. In twelve 
of the one hundred largest cities of this 
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country do we have churches, and in these 
twelve cities we have twenty-two churches. 
Seventeen of the twenty-two have been the 
direct result of, or have been aided by, 
home missions, and seven of them are now 
receiving aid from the Home Mission De- 
partment of our Church. Thirty-seven of 
the fifty-three city churches have been the 
result of, or have been aided by, home mis- 
sions. 

Many of these churches have brought 
most excellent returns to the denomination, 
so that looking at it even from the stand- 
point of investment, it has meant wonder- 
ful things. 

The Memorial Temple at Norfolk, Va., is 
the most notable. It was established as a 
home mission enterprise and was a success 
to the extent of supporting a foreign mis- 
sionary, and has mothered about five or six 
other churches in the vicinity of that city. 
Another foreign missionary is being sup- 
ported by one of these churches. 

Dayton, Ohio, the recipient of home mis- 
sion aid, has mothered two most successfui 
churches in this city. Lynn, Mass., a home 
mission church, has had two of its members 
go to a self-supporting mission in India 
during the last year. These are a few of 
the examples of the possibility of taking 
advantage of the strategy of the power of 
the city. 

When we think of Paul we think of 
Ephesus, of Corinth, and of the cities where 
he got at the centers of things, and was 
thus able to bring big results. The city is 
the center of finance, of government, of 
trade, of education. It contains a large per- 
centage of the people, therefore, through it 
flow the influences which are felt every- 
where. Let us think of the folks who are 
to be reached in the city. 

First, the men and women who are needed 
for church extension work: those who con- 
trol to such an extent that their power must 
be made available for the extension of the 
Kingdom. 

Second, those whose work is such that 
they are moving about in different sections, 
and whose lives need to be reached for the 
sake of the impact on other places and peo- 
ples. All of the great ways lead through 
the city. 

Third, the great masses thrown within 
reach of the forces of the Church, so as to 
make it possible to accomplish more with 
given equipment. 

Fourth, men and women having greater 
opportunity to come in touch with the great 
world movements which come to the city, 
thus adding to their wisdom and their effi- 
ciency. 

As a denomination, we are not doing very 
much of what we might term city mission 
work, if we think of it with the idea of 
rescue missions. Our work is rather with 
the thought of church extension. We are at 
the present time concentrating much in the 

church at Vanderveer Park in Brooklyn. 
The results so far seem to justify what has 
been placed in the work. 

The present policy of the Mission Board 
in regard to city work is not to attempt a 
work unless we can do it adequately. In- 
adequate attempts reflect on the Church so 
much that it seems best to do no city work 
at all if we cannot do it with success. 
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Many folks refuse to assist in city church 
extension work on account of the feeling 
that they are not willing that the church 
they are aiding shall be better equipped 
than their own. We need to see that our 
aim is to reach through the strategic centers 
into the broader field of the world. In 
other words, it is simply strengthening the 
power of the channel through which a 
part of your life is to flow. 

For reference: “The Challenge of the 
City,” a strong book, full of pertinent mat- 
ter, costing 60 cents; “The Redemption of 
the City,” Sears, 60 cents; “City Govern- 
ment in the United States,’’ Goodnow, price 
$1.25. “The Christians and the Great Com- 
mission,” a history of our own missions, 
price, $1.00. Consult public libraries and 
you will find abundance of material in the 
periodical index. 


NOTES 

Mr. E. H. Everton, 609 Lee St., Berkley 
Ward, Norfolk, Va., has been awarded the 
C. E. E. degree, with the grade of ninety- 
five per cent. The church there will have 
others to graduate shortly. Brother J. F. 
Morgan, the pastor, is president of the Nor- 
folk City C. E. Union. 

Mrs. Emma Allen, Newton, Ill., R. D. 
4, is an interested C. E. worker. She ex- 
pects shortly to report an organization. 

The McKees Creek church, Logan 
County, Ohio, Miami Conference, has or- 
ganized a Christian Endeavor society with 
twenty members. Mrs. Jay King is presi- 
dent and Miss Tempie Stutzman, West Lib- 
erty, Ohio, R. D., Corresponding Secretary. 
May the society be vigorous and service- 
able! 








FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - ~ ~ Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 





RISING TO THE EMERGENCY 


BY M. T. MORRILL, 
Foreign Mission Secretary 


One scarcely dares to forecast, even in 
his own mind, the probable trend of na- 
tional events for the twelve months coming. 
Will the terriffic European struggle end 
soon or be protracted? And what will be 
the effects on our own nation? How will 
business and general conditions be affected? 
Such questions Omniscience alone can an- 
swer. We cannot tap the wires of Provi- 
dence and steal a march on the future. Men 
who should be thoroughly informed, who 
have access to information most of us can- 
not possess, are predicting a long, bitter 
struggle—not less than two years, with a 
probability of more. 


Already Congress has voted a seven bil- 
lion dollar war budget, and that is only a 
beginning. It means many more billions to 
supplement them, war or no war; because 
the government is thoroughly persuaded 
that military training and preparedness, an 
adequate standing army and huge navy, 
equipped for air stunts and water stunts 
only recently dreamed of, are necessary for 
our national existence. Every day’s events 
reveal how colossal is the proposed empire 
and domination that threaten, octopus-like, 











JUNE 7, 1917 


all democratic countries and institutions 
The tentacles of espionage, and dynamite, 
and intrigue appear everywhere. A few 
months ago men in America shrugged their 
shoulders and laughed when any one sug- 
gested that the military autocracy of 
Europe has any designs against the United 
States, or constitutes a menace to our re- 
public. Sentiment is rapidly changing, al- 
though as a nation we do not yet feel 
alarmed. 

This much we may say with considerable 
confidence: the American people must brace 
themselves for a hard struggle, or prepara- 
tion for it. They must recognize that 
Yunkerdom is after us, that to thwart it 
may require great sacrifice of life, and a 
war budget that will mean a heavy burden 
of taxation, with diversion of many re- 
sources and industries from their usual 
private commercial activities to the public 
welfare. Our industrial life will doubtless 
suffer much change. 

We will be shallow indeed if we stop here 
in our thinking. All our institutions will be 
affected. Millions of homes will bear mute 
testimony to war’s man-devouring appe- 
tite. Churches will be deprived, for a time 
at least, of choice young men and women, 
just assuming posts of leadership. At first 
the church may be overshadowed by the 
economic stress and change; but eventually 
the moral strain and cup of sorrow will turn 
people to the Church with increasing ap- 
preciation. Our schools must contribute to- 
ward the common weal by sacrificing in- 
structors and students, and perhaps by fi- 
nancial toll. Funded institutions may have 
to curtail activity; and the great multitude 
of charitable and benevolent organizations 
depending upon current gifts and contribu- 
tions, will stand upon precarious footing. 
And so on through the list. 

But let us think the subject through. How 
will all this unsettling and recasting affect 
our personal relation to the Church and 
Church benevolences? Shall we become 
quitters, and quit the Church work first? 
The special session of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, re- 
cently in session in Washington, D. C., 
voted that “the hour lays upon us (as Chris- 
tian citizens) special duties,” among them 
“to maintain our Christian institutions and 
activities unimpaired, that the soul of our 
nation may be nourished and renewed 
through the worship and service of Al- 
mighty God.” Not only the nation, but 
every community and every man and wom- 
an of us will especially need the Church 
and its ministrations in war times. Where 
else will we get our Christian ideals, moral 
stamina, comfort, and encouragement? 
Where the buttress of our civilization? 
Where our benevolent inspiration? 

Therefore, we must resolve by _ the 
Almighty’s help to maintain the Church, 
even if it should involve sacrifice and great 
inconvenience. The “soul of the nation” is 
worth more than all its industries. Let our 
curtailing not begin with church support. 
Not even war can justify us in dealing dis- 
honestly with God and the work He has for 
us to do. 


What about our war-time relation to our 
missionary work, home and foreign? Think 
carefully now. When was that missionary 
work needed more than it is now? When 
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was there a chance to make it count for 
more than it will right now? The Lord’s 
command to evangelize never has_ been 
countermanded, in any crisis of the world 
or period of distress. It lies upon us now 
as imperative and as exacting as ever. 

Let us highly resolve to fortify our mis- 
sionary work against any loss, financial or 
otherwise. Let us determine that it shall 
not suffer or fail. For thirty years and 
more we have been equipping it and gradu- 
ally bringing it to the present point o/ 
efficiency: we must be true to the trust re- 
posed in us, true to ourselves, true to th 
Iord who has prospered the work, true to 
rnissionaries and pastors cooperating with 
us. The missionary work shall not suffer 
or fail. 

What a pity we did not pay off all our 
deficit before the war came! Boards in 
Canada and England wiped out their debts 
and made advance possible, and that, too, 
under a drain of men and money such as 
our country is not likely to experience. Why 
not get right at the job and clear it up by 
September 30? What do you say to this 
question? Surely by far the wisest thing 
will be to rid ourselves of all the deficit 
before we feel the pinch of war. 








HOME MISSIONS 


Secretary 


FRANKLINTON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


While not directly under the control of 
the Home Mission Board, our school for 
negroes at Franklinton, N. C., is constantly 
receiving aid through the department, and 





THE New FRANKLINTON BUILDING 


we are therefore very much interested in 
its progress. The growth of the school is 
such that we are proud to say there is al- 





THE FRANKLINTON FACULTY 


ready demand for further equipment. Bro 
Hendershot and his efficient wife are al- 
ready receiving evidences of their work in 
the fruitage. Just now we are having print- 
ed a pamphlet by Bro. Hendershot, on the 
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Present and Future of the School, which 
will soon be ready for distribution. 

We are showing you in the accompanying 
cuts, the new building and a group of the 
faculty at Franklinton. 


Next Sunday is to be a momentous day 
for the Christian Church. We have never 
faced a time in our home mission work 
when we needed to stand so loyally by the 
cause as at this time for our offerings. It 
is rightly called this year, Sacrifice Day. 
Let every pastor place much emphasis on 
the place of the Church in this time of 
crisis and then call for every member of the 
Church to make a noble sacrifice to the 
cause of Home Missions. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein. 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





PROGRAM FOR JUNE 


CRADLE ROLL DAY 


Scripture—Luke 2: 7-20. 

Song—“I’ll Be a Sunbeam.” 

Bible references to children read by 
mothers. 

Welcome song by children. 

Poem—“Only a Baby Small.” 

Roll-call—Bringing mite boxes. 

Dialogue—By six girls. 


Reading—“Musings of a Hungarian 
Baby.” 

A Glimpse Into Our Work. 

Refreshments. 

Souvenirs. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE LOCAL SUPERIN- 
TENDENT 


No, not for the President, for she will 
have very little to do with this meeting. 
It is the meeting for the babies, so their 
Superintendent should have charge. 


You will first want to know what kind 
of invitations to send to mother and baby. 
Some superintendents will have an idea of 
their own, and they can carry that out as 
they choose; but for the benefit of those who 
do not have the conveniences, etc., to frame 
up an invitation, you can secure one already 
printed and very attractive, from Mrs. Pow- 
ers for fifteen or twenty cents a dozen. 


The first song should be one with which 
the children are most familiar. Then have 
some of the mothers read the following 
Bible references: 2 Tim. 1:.2-5; 2 Tim. 
3: 14-17; Proverbs 17: 6; Matt. 7: 11; Eccl. 
12:1; Mark 9: 36, 37; 1 Cor. 13: 11; Matt. 
18: 1-10; Mark 10: 13, 14. 

“The Welcome Song,” by the children, is 
printed in this issue and should be sung to 
the tune of “Jesus Loves Me.” This could 
be sung by a group of children or just two 
little tots. 

The poem, “Only a Baby Small,” is found 
in this issue. 


For Roll-call, have two little girls recite— 


Teach the little ones early to serve Him, 
To help in this mission of love, 

That their mites may be added with blessing, 
The blessing of Heaven above. 


Then have a large mite box tied at each 
end with a ribbon, letting the two children 
hold the ribbons and pass it around as the 
names are called, gathering up the mite 
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boxes. Then as they come back they recite 
the following: 


When every little hand 

Shall sow the gospel seed, 
And every little heart 

Shall pray for those in need, 
When every little life 

Such fair, bright record shows, 
Then shall the desert bud 

And blossom like the rose. 

The “dialogue” by six girls is also found 
in The Christian Missionary. This dialogue 
was written by one of our own Cradle Roll 
superintendents, and I hope every one of 
you will use it. We appreciate our own 
women’s writings amd wish we could have 
more. 

The reading, “Musings of a Hungarian 
Baby,” is a leaflet which can be secured 
from Mrs. Powers for two cents a copy. 
This to be given by one of the young ladies 
of the church. 

“A Glimpse Into Our Own Work” is to be 
a talk by the superintendent on our own 
work at Franklinton and Sendai. There is 
a leaflet containing some views of the 
Sendai Orphanage which would be fine for 
this part of the program. These leaflets 
are free. 

The refreshments should be dainty and 
attractive. 

For souvenirs, you can secure from Mrs. 
Powers a leaflet entitled, “Motherhood.” 
These are free. They are printed in blue 
and white, and should be rolled and tied 
with a blue ribbon and given to each mother. 
When ordering, be sure to tell the number 
you will need. 

Be sure to advertise your Rally Day meet- 
ing two weeks ahead of the date, so the 
mothers will be planning to attend. Attrac- 
tive posters can be made with very little 
trouble by looking through your old maga- 
zines for pictures of babies, candles, etc. 

Order all supplies from Mrs. Emma S. 
Powers, 33 Gordon Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 

Mrs. NOMA CULVER JOHNSON, 
Gen’l Cradle Roll Supt. 


ONLY A BABY SMALL 


The dark-fringed eyelids slowly close 
On eyes serene and deep. 

Upon my breast my own sweet child 
Has gently dropped to sleep. 

I kiss his soft and dimpled cheek, 
I kiss his rounded chin, 

Then lay him on his little bed 
And tuck my baby in. 

What toil must stain the tiny hands 
That now lie still and white, 

What shadows creep across the face 
That shines with morning light! 

These wee, pink, shoeless feet, 
How far shall go their lengthening tread 

When they no longer cuddled close 
May rest upon this bed? 

Oh, what am I, that I should train 
An angel from the skies, 

Or mix the potent draught that feed 
The soul within those eyes? 

I reach him up to sinless hands 
Before his cares begin. 

Great Father, with Thy folds of love, 
Oh, tuck my baby in! —Selected. 


WELCOME SONG 


Welcome to our Cradle Roll! 
’Tis for Jesus we enroll, 
His banner we uphold, 
Bringing others to His fold. 


Chorus: 


Yes, ’tis the Cradle Roll, 
Yes, ’tis the Cradle Roll, 
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Yes, ’tis the Cradle Roll, 
That helps the missions grow. 


We can only give our mite, 
But it helps to send the light, 
And the little ones to win 
From the darkest paths of sin. 


Chorus: 


Little Japanese children dear, 
Little black ones, too, we hear, 
Sweetly sing the gladsome lay 
That we sing each Sabbath day. 


Chorus: 
’Tis Jesus loves me, 
’Tis Jesus loves me, 


’Tis Jesus loves me, 
The Bible tells me so. 


We are very much disappointed that the 
leaflet entitled “Motherhood,” which is to be 
used in the Cradle Roll Rally Day program, 
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came out in black instead of blue, as was 
ordered. Perhaps the printers were color 
blind; anyhow, the mistake was made and 
it was too late to change the color after the 
leaflets were all printed. 

The program in the May number of The 
Christian Missionary says that these leaf- 
lets are free. It was decided by the Pub- 
lishing Company that we charge five cents 
per dozen. Just send a little extra for 
postage and it will be all right. 


The Cradle Roll Invitation Cards are 15 
cents per dozen. 


Send all orders to Mrs. Emma S. Powers, 
83 Gordon Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 


2 
° & 


Elon’s Twenty-Seventh Commencement Exercises 


First Day—Sunday, the Twenty-seventh 


The Elon Commencement for 1917 began 
the morning of the 27th, with a wonderfully 
uplifting and opportune baccalaureate ser- 
mon by that matchless orator and prince 
of workers with young people, Rev. Daniel 
A. Poling, LL. D., Boston, Associate Presi- 
dent of the United Society of Christian En- 
deavor for the world. 


Baccalaureate Sermon 


Dr. Poling’s theme was, “For Such a 
Time as This.” He sought guidance for our 
day in the character of Queen Esther, “the 
symbol of loyalty, liberty, and of faith, the 
story this of a woman become to be 
the chronicle of womanhood, a brave ex- 
ample and lofty inspiration for our time.” 

Dr. Poling’s text was, “Who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this.” He discussed the 
opportunity, the imperative duty of the col- 
lege men from the standpoint of personality, 
of position, and of the world situation. 

While Dr. Poling is head of an organiza- 
tion of religious young people, loving peace 
and pursuing it, he declared himself heart- 
ily in favor of the war and anxious to do his 
part to bring it to a successful conclusion. 
“It was my privilege,’ he declared, “‘to hear 
Woodrow Wilson’s momentous message de- 
claring the existence of a state of war with 
the Imperial German Government, a mes- 
sage that is not unlike the historic state- 
ments of Abraham Lincoln. Not until the 
flowers of memory are faded, and the lamp 
of my soul is gone out, will I forget the pro- 
found emotion of that hour.” 

The speaker declared President Wilson’s 
message to be first of all a Christian docu- 
ment, without any breath of hatred, and no 
word of bitterness against any people, re- 
vealing the fact that we have entered this 
war not as a lustful struggle for a strip 
of land or a stretch of the sea, but as in 
international Calvary. 

“After an utmost endeavor to remain at 
peace,” Dr. Poling continued, “we, too, have 
been thrust into the maelstrom. For one I 
have cast my lot with the government. My 
conception of true religion teaches me that 
patriotism, like every other virtue, begins 
at home, that in the scheme of world re- 
demption from interracial suspicion and in- 
ternational hatred, I owe allegiance first of 
all to the Stars and Stripes, and so I declare 
that allegiance and offer my body, my mind, 
my heart to the government that to-day 
is the earth’s BEST hope for final justice 
and lasting peace. We must serve America 
to save the world.” 


Dr. Poling called upon the graduating 
class to fill well their places in such a time 
as this, such a time as had never been be- 
fore. His final word was that our first 
preparation for this new crisis is prayer, 
and our only hope of a prosperous emer- 





gence from it, God. “God,” he said, “is the 
victory that overcometh the world. Anchor 
yourself there.” 


President Harper’s Baccalaureate Address 


At eight in the evening, President Harper 
delivered the annual baccalaureate address. 
“We need a constructive force, a cementing 
principle, a brotherhood spirit as a correc- 
tive of our proverbial irreverence. For all 
this there is but one remedy—a cultivation 
of the presence of Jesus Christ,” said Pres- 
ident Harper, as he reached the climax of 
his discourse. 


He was discussing “The Causes and Cure 
of Irreverence.” The causes were shown to 
be a revolt from the Puritanism of our ear- 
ly national life, a misconception of truth 
by scientific men who failed to differentiate 
self-evident, scientific, and spiritual truth, 
or to recognize the limitations of each type, 
and to the crass materialism of our age. 


He urged the cure of the malady could 
not be found by reversion. “There is no 
back-tracking in Christian life. Forward is 
the word—forward ever. Puritanism had 
failed, he declared, before individuality had 
demonstrated its claim to be respected. Our 
attempt to throttle men’s minds by an ap- 
peal to religious authority would upset the 
foundations of the universe. It failed in 
Galileo’s day. It will fail now. Nor can 
asceticism bring the restorative needed. It 
demonstrated its fatuousness in days when 
the Church and its leaders were poor. It 
would never do now in that wealth is the 
handmaid of the Church. 


“The only cure,” he continued, “is the one 
I recommend—a cultivation of the presence 
of Jesus Christ. We are told that men to- 
day have lost their sense of the immanence 
of God. Then they must find it again. It 
is the cure for irreverence. It does not 
bring a system of supernal espionage lord- 
ing it over man: it brings comradeship with 
God. In the realization of His abiding 
presence, we can be but reverential, we can 
but do our Christian duty as becomes men. 
He who realizes that Christ is by His side 
has already triumphed over his baser nature 
and achieved his spiritual victory.” 


President Harper pointed out that the 
college men have need especially to cultivate 
Christ’s presence, because they are in dan- 
ger of irreverence as investigators of every 
tenet and principle of life. That is why, he 
urged, Christian colleges are necessary that 
men’s souls may ripen as their minds en- 
large. 

In conclusion he rejoiced that every mem- 
ber of the Class of ’17 is a devout Christian, 
and declared no Christian college can be 
said to have done its duty till every student 
has accepted Christ’s program of life and 
is consciously engaged in a sincere endeav- 
or to body it forth in daily living. 
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Second Day—Monday 


The evening of the second day was given 
over to the singing of the famous Oratorio, 
The Crucifixion. The members of the Mu- 
sic Department, about one hundred voices, 
gave the Concerto and Choral parts. Misses 
Ava Dodge and Mabel Harris with Mr. 
Floyd Alexander, of the Music Faculty, and 
Mr. W. C. Franks, sang the solos. The 
auditorium could not begin to accommodate 
the vast concourse of people who came. 

The morning exercises were in charge of 
the graduating class. Promptly at 10:00 
a. m. the class filed into the chapel and took 
charge. Class day exercises are always de- 
lightful. These were especially so. Mr. B. 
M. Williams, class president, presided and 
made every one feel welcome in his words 
of greeting. The other numbers were the 
will by Miss Mary Randolph, the poem by 
William Jennings Bryan Truitt, the man- 
tle oration by G. C. Donovan, the accept- 
ance thereof for the Class of 1918 by H. T. 
Floyd, the prophecy by H. J. Fleming, and 
the presentation of trophies by Warren Mc- 
culloch. Good fellowship was in the air and 
applause in appreciation expressed the 
audience’s satisfaction. The class presented 
as its gift to Alma Mater a subscription of 
$100 to the Alumni Building Fund, by each 
of its members. These subscriptions com- 
pleted the fund and this class has the honor 
of completing what the Class of 1913 ini- 
tiated. E 

In the afternoon, at 3: 00 o’clock, the six 
society representatives spoke. Mr. Ernest 
Benjamin Page, Wilmington, Va., spoke on 
“Mother of Men;” Miss Mattie Kayser, 
Rileyville, Va., on “Drifting;” Mr. Fletcher 
Cummings Lester, Summerfield, on “A Mes- 
siah for the Nations;” Mr. Eugene Huff 
Rainey, Manson, on “Victims of Circum- 
stance;” Miss Lela Hannah Hayworth, 
Asheboro, on “Know Thyself ;” and William 
Carson Franks, on “First the Blade, Then 
—.” Two representatives each came from 
the Clio, Psiphelian, and Philologian Liter- 
ary Societies. 


Third Day—Tuesday—Commencement Day 


The crushing of the Prussian autocracy 
was declared to be the third step in render- 
ing the world safe for democracy by Hon. 
J. Dolph Long, ’05, in his address before 
the Alumni Association at Elon to-night. 
It was the final number of the commence- 
ment program, which has been in continu- 
ous operation since Sunday. 

Mr. Long chose as his subject, “Keys.” 
He spoke of the three steps in preparation 
of the world for democracy and laid bare 
the process of its advancement as he in- 
serted each key successively in its proper 
lock. Mr. Long showed that man at first 
devoted his time and attention to the earth 
and its mysteries. His curiosity and amaze- 
ment led him to explore it and study it and 
the laws that govern it. He did little else 
throughout the period of discovery. 

“The discoveries of man constituted the 
keys,” he continued, “that opened the way 
for the next period in his progress; that of 
development. Life in its various forms was 
studied. The sea and the land were made 
to support him. The buoyancy of the water 
floated great ships of commerce. The earth 
yielded her minerals, her timbers, and her 
crops. Steam and electricity were har- 
nessed and made to do their part. Prosper- 
ous and free nations wewe established, 
wherein the will of the people was supreme, 
until it seemed that man’s first mission, ‘to 
have dominion over the earth,’ was real- 
$ ” 


“Then the European war storm broke up- 
on the world. The self same agencies that 
had been wrought out through discovery 
and development for the pace and progress 
of man had been assembled by the allied 
autocrats of Europe, under the pretext of 
the divine right of kings, into an all power- 
ful war maehine by which they reckoned 
the spirit of democracy would be crushed, 
but they reckoned in vain; their machine 
lacked its mainspring: “The Soul of Man.’ 

“By its disregard for the rights of civil- 
ized states the Prussian autocracy has 





aroused the antagonism of a billion peoples 
who in the voice of America through her 
President are saying: ‘The world must be 
made safe for Democracy.’ When this is 
done she can take up her task again to 
bring peace on the earth—man’s mission 
of Divinity. These three: Discovery, De- 
velopment, and Divinity, unlock the doors 
of Time and reveal Eternity.” 


The Graduation Exercises 


The graduation exercise came at 10: 00 
a. m., when seventy-three young people fol- 
lowed the president and invited speakers to 
the college rostrum in the annual baccalau- 
reate procession composed of the Trustees, 
Faculty, Alumni, and graduates. 

The salutatorian of the class, Miss Jennie 
Willis Atkinson, spoke the words of wel- 
come, following the invocation by Rev. W. 
G. Clements. 

Six seniors then spoke. Mr. Warren Mc- 
Cullock came first and discussed in an orig- 
inal, belligerent mood—‘Feminism—A Con- 
sequence of Man’s Aggrandizement.” Miss 
Mary Randolph delighted in her treatment 
of “Commercial Beauty,” as did also Miss 
Grace McCullers in “The Four-square Life.” 
Miss Jennie Willis Atkinson again appeared 
and this time as essayist describing in true 
feminine vein, “The Mind of a Woman.” 
William Jennings Bryan Truitt, true to his 
great namesake, presented in a thrilling 
speech what he conceived to be the “Mission 
of America.” The concluding number was 
by Mr. John Laymond Crumpton, who chose 
as his theme Bobbie Burns’ famous phrase 
—“‘A Man’s a Man,” and he proved it. 


President Harper then conferred degrees 
and other distinctions as follows: 

Bachelor of Arts: James Franklin Apple, 
Hamilton Jennings Fleming, Joseph Holt 
Fleming, William Chevis Poe, Susie Bell 
Riddick, Hilrie Shelton Smith, Henderson 
Lee Thomas, John Galloway Truitt, William 
Jennings Bryan Truitt, Lemuel Wilmer 
Vaughn, Jr., and Benjamin McInnis Wil- 
liams. 

Bachelor of Philosophy: Hollis Eldred 
Atkinson, Jennie Willis Atkinson, Arthur 
Clarence Bergeron, Benjamin Franklin 
Black. John Laymond Crumpton, Julia 
Blanche Farmer, Gladstone Croft Donovan, 
William Carson Franks, Carr Elijah Ger- 
ringer, Ira Raper Gunn, Victor Painter 
Heatwole, Mamie Madge Johnston, Mary 
Ruth Johnston, Grace Ellerton McCullers, 
Warren McCullock, Pearl Michael, Mary 
Randolph, Esmond Robert Reidel, Annie 
Simpson, and Eunice Wellons. 

Licentiate of Instruction: Kirk Gregory. 

Master of Arts: John Galloway Truitt. 

Diploma in Piano: Jennie Willis Atkin- 
son and Annie Simpson. 

Diploma in Expression: Lorena Garrett, 
Mary Randolph, and Bettie Birche Taylor. 

Diploma in Fine Arts: Grace Aldridge, 
Gurtha Helen Deadman, and Pearl Michael. 

Certificate in Piano: Verna Dare Garrett 
and Bettie Birche Taylor. 

Certificate in Voice: William Carson 
Franks, Victor Painter Heatwole, and Ger- 
trude Minnear. 

Certificate in Expression: Celestia Gulley, 
Frances Hales, Eunice Reta Wellons, and 
Phoebe Woodson. 

Certificate in Physical Culture: Lorena 
Garrett, Hannah Kirk Gregory, Lela Han- 
nah Hayworth, Annie Simpson, Thelma 
Stone, and Blanche Thomas. 

Certificate in Domestic Science: Annie 
Kenyon, Ione Richardson, and Rita Thomas. 

Certificate in Bookkeeping: Albert Boyd 
Paschall, Hester Stuart, and Sarah Wellons. 

Teacher’s Certificate: Louise Byrd and 
Ethel Gladys Starnes. 

Certificate in Scientific Department: Nel- 
son Burr Richards and Esmond Robert 
Reidel. 

He then presents each graduate a Bible, 
as the guide to life’s duties and the com- 
fort of the soul. 


Dr. Moffitt’s Portrait 


One of the most pleasing features of the 
entire commencement then followed—the 
unveiling of a life-sized portrait in sitting 
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posture of former President Emmett Leoni- 
das Moffitt. The portrait was the gift of 
the six classes that graduated under Dr. 
Moffitt’s administration, and is a token of 
their appreciation of him and of their af- 
fection for Alma Mater. Prof. Alonzo C. 
Hall of the State Normal College Depart- 
ment of English, and one of Dr. Moffitt’s 
boys, presented the portrait in a happy 
speech, in which he depicted in true apprec- 
iative vein Mr. Moffitt’s contribution to the 
college. Dr. W. W. Staley accepted the 
portrait on behalf of the college, and paid 
a tribute chaste in word and fine in concep- 
tion to Elon’s former chief executive. Dr. 
Moffitt was himself present and added 
greatly to the occasion. The valedictorian 
of the class, Hilrie Shelton Smith, a min- 
ister and student volunteer, then bade good- 
bye and pronounced the benediction—the 
first time a valedictorian on his graduation 
ever performed this soiemn act here. 


The Afternoon 


The departments of Fine Arts and Do- 
mestic Science held exhibits in the afternoon 
in their respective department homes. Sev- 
eral hundred paintings were displayed in 
the art exhibit—fast grown to be one of 
the chief attractions of the commencement. 
The Domestic Science Department gave its 
initial exhibit, but acquitted itself well. It 
is the youngest special department. 


Trustee Meeting and Other Items 


The Board of Trustees of the college held 
their annual meeting in connection with the 
commencement just closed and heard re- 
ports from the various officers. The con- 
dition of things was found to be satisfac- 
tory from every standpoint. 

The Board learned with great pleasure 
that the Alumni Building Fund begun in 
1913 had been completed. It voted to under- 
take within the next few months the aggres- 
sive campaign for $125,000.00 for additional 
endowment. 

The faculty remains the same with a few 
exceptions. Dr. J. O. Atkinson resigned as 
college pastor to become Mission Secretary 
and Rev. N. G. Newman, D. D., Defiance, 
Ohio, succeeds him. Dr. Newman will en- 
ter upon his duties in September. 

Dean of Men Dr. W. P. Lawrance asked 
for a leave of absence for one year and the 
same was granted. Professor E. Oscar 
Randolph was elected to be dean of men. 

Mrs. A. A. Riddle and Miss Lois Baird 
Davidson resigned from the Art and Music 
Departments respectively. Their places are 
to be filled by Miss Ada B. Jenkins and 
Miss Edna Constable. 

Mr. Orville C. Miller, Boston, Mass., is 
elected instructor of oratory and public 
speaking. 

Dr. J. O. Atkinson becomes lecturer on 
Christian Missions. 

The Alumni Association elected Rev. J. 
W. Harrell, D. D., as president for next 
year and Rev. G. O. Lankford to deliver the 
alumni address with S. M. Atkinson, Esq., 
Richmond, Va., as alternate. 

Medals were won this year as follows: 
Wellons General Scholarship Morrow Thesis 
by H. S. Smith; Moffitt Essayist by Jennie 
Willis Atkinson, Stanford Orator’s by J. L. 
Crumpton, Clio Orator’s by E. H. Rainey, 
Philologian Orator’s by F. C. Lester. 

Scholarships were won by Miss Curtis 
Beam, the Summerbell in Church Research; 
and L. D. Martin from the Alumni Asso- 
ciation. H. S. HARDCASTLE. 


There is but one rule of conduct for a 
man—to do the right thing. The cost may 
be dear in money, in friends, in influence, 
in labor, in a prolonged and painful sacri- 
fice, but the cost not to do right is far more 
dear; you pay in the integrity of your man- 
hood, in honor, in truth, in character. You 
forfeit your soul’s content, and for a timely 
gain you barter the infinities. 
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Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD |Believer-Training 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Manchester, N. H.—The following clip- 
ping from The Manchester Leader reveals 
the enthusiasm of the Community church: 

TENDER PASTOR RECEPTION 

A reception was tendered to Rev. C. H. Baldwin, 
pastor of the Community Christian church, and Mrs. 
Baldwin, at the vestry Tuesday evening by the Com- 
munity circle and the members of the parish who 


nearly filled the church. The reception began at 
eight o’clock and lasted until ten. The church was 
decorated with ferns, potted plants, ard cut flowers, 


while conspicuous about the walls and the platform 
were American flags, adding a patriotic flavor to the 
occasion. Rev. F. H. Peters, of the Christian church 
at New Bedford and president of the New England 
Conference, and Rev. and Mrs. Edmund Bremen 
Gearheart received with Rev. and Mrs. Baldwin. 
Musie was rendered by a ladies’ orchestra. 

Rev. and Mrs. C. H. Baldwin, who were married 


at West Mansfield, Mass., shortly befure coming to 
this city to take up church work, were presented 
numerous sterling silver gifts. The vresentation was 
by Rev. Mr. Peters. Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin heartily 





thanked the members. Mr. Baidwin spoke of the 
success of the church and the great interest that is 
shown by all the members. Rev. Edward B. Gearhart 
made some remarks. 

The pastor touched upon the work which confronted 
Rev. H. J. Rhodes, who built the edifice and whose 
death occurred less than a year ago. 


The committee in charge comprised Mrs. Alfred 
Pierce, president of the Circle; Mrs. J. Chester 
Richardson, Mrs. Lester Rhodes, and Mrs. Charles 
Colburn. 


The ushers were L. C. Rhodes, Guy Barrah, Curtis 
Smith, and Chester Richardson. 





Craigville, Mass.—Next week we shall be 
able to tell our friends who are in the habit 
of spending a season at Craigville if the 
usual week of meetings will be held this 
season. P. S. SAILER. 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, June 2—We are having fine 
success at Wynoose. Church was badly di- 
vided over some internal dissensions, but 
they have buried their differences and have 
come together beautifully, and a _ sweet 
spirit prevails. My field work is very en- 
couraging. May was a very fruitful month. 
Have sent in the largest check for May. And 
now let us rally for State Conference, 
at Hidalgo, June 20. All preachers are 
members and all churches should send dele- 
gates.—A. H. B. 


Olney, June 2—The institute at New 
Hope proved to be a great inspiration. The 
speakers were more than at themselves. It 
was common to hear it said as the topics 
were discussed that the speaker was going 
beyond his usual power, which was evidence 
of preparation and nearness to God. . God 
is our Light and we need to be careful to 
let that light burn and keep the earthen 
vessel in the dim light. State Conference 
at Hidalgo, 20 and 21 of the present month. 
Come. Let the people of the Christian 
Church show their colors. Don’t back up 
because of war and greed, etc., but let all be 
true servants of God. We can better serve 
our homes and country by being true men 
and women of God. The Field Secretary is 
making a good program, or rather record. 
He is doing some splendid work in reviving 
churches that were almost out of commis- 
sion. Several have been assisted in secur- 
ing a pastor and the work started with a 
new vision. Rev. Scarber, a young man of 
marked ability, seven years’ experience, 
came to us from the Methodists, two weeks 
ago. He united with the church here at 
Olney. His wife, a U. B. minister, is also 
coming to us. They are open for work 
among our churches. Rev. Scarber has re- 
ceived into the churches on his charge the 
past nine months some 250 converts, but, 
on account of conviction as to the principles 
of the Christians, he severs his relations to 
the above church and takes up work among 





us. The Wynoose church has given him a 
call for one-fourth time. He has a new 
point where he is very hopeful of organizing 
a Christian church. There are also one or 
two points where we used to have Christian 
churches where he is thinking of trying to 
revive the work. Our Field Secretary has 
been successful so far as to collect sufficient 
funds to meet the running expenses of the 
work, though it has been pretty close. We 
need the field man on the job all the while. 
It is to be hoped that the coming State Con- 
ference will see fit to continue the work 
right on. Rev. Mahan, pastor at Louisville, 
is open for work for the next year, or Sep- 
tember 1. Brookville, Hunt City, Bethany, 
and Shiloh, have formed a pastorate and 
are desirous of locating a pastor among 
them for the coming year. A good move. 
Write to Allen Hile, Hunt, Illinois. Rev. 
C. W. Kerst has moved to Donalson, Ind. 
We are verry sorry to lose Brother Kerst 
from our State, but it is Indiana’s gain. 
He is a strong man. Some five or six of our 
churches in this conference which have been 
without pastors this year till a few days 
ago have now secured pastors and are start- 
ing in on aggressive work. Rev. P. O. 
Anderson has accepted full-time work and 
moved to Hull, Ill—ALVIN O. JACOBS. 


Tuscola, June i—Attended the funeral, 
Tuesday, of Brother J. W. Johnson, of 
Charleston, who was killed there in the 
cyclone, Saturday. He was a fellow school- 
teacher in Crawford County, twenty-five 
years ago. Heathville, in Crawford County, 
was named for his grandfather. Sorrow 
and destruction were seen on every hand— 
both in Charleston and Mattoon, and all 
along the highway between the cities. The 
church at Pleasant View abandons its serv- 
ices until its building is under construc- 
tion. Bro. Thomas Livengood is decorating 
the Prairie Chapel church. His audiences 
and interest are much increasing. Pastor 
Cochomer and myself attended Decoration 
Day at Lake Fork. Many churches in 
Illinois are arranging their work for the 
coming year. Some of our ministers are 
closing their pastorates. Let brotherly love 
prevail. At this period of world war and 
bloodshed, there should be much prayer and 
fasting. The kingdoms of this world “will 
become the kingdoms of our Lord.” Mighty 
changes are being wrought and will be in 
the next few months in national affairs 
throughout the world. God will bring about 
results in His time, in His way. Let us 
watch and pray.—HOEL. 


INDIANA 


Alexandria—The Home-coming at 
Straughn was a decided success. Large 
crowds, good singing, and inspiring services. 
Dr. J. F. Burnett preached three soul-in- 
spiring sermons to the delight of all pres- 
ent. The day closed with all feeling that 
it was a great day in Zion, because of the 
sweet fellowship and the presence of God’s 
Spirit. If Dr. Burnett ever passes this 
way again he will find a hearty welcome at 
Straughn.—D. A. Coox. 


Kokomo, June 1—To have been a “preach- 
er” for more than fifty-four years, and to 
have been set apart to that sacred work by 
such saintly men as Revs. A. R. Heath, 
W. A. Gross, and two others, whose names 
are not recalled, is an honor worthily borne 
by Rev. John R. Kob, of Center, Ind., now 
nearly blind, but happy in mind, cheerful 
in hope, confident in ultimate victory in the 
name of the Lord of hosts. Rev. N. 
McClaine and writer spent a delightful hour 
in his home recently; he sends greetings to 
all old friends of the yesteryear. Rev. E. D. 
Simmons, of Russiaville, whose life seem- 





ingly hung in the balances recently, is now, 
we learn, slightly convalescent. Decoration 
Day was reverently observed by the people 
of Hickory Grove church and community. 
Fife and drum corps from Burnettsville, 
and little Miss Ione Maxwell furnished in 
the main the music. The address was given 
by the writer, former pastor of the church. 
Rev. R. E. Wearly, of Swayzee, Indiana, 
is their present pastor, and a man greatly 
beloved by his people. Mr. O. C. Holloway, 
Sunday-school superintendent in Farrville 
Christian church, is making effort to have 
the “banner” school of Grant County.—R. 
H. Gort. 


OHIO 


Crooksville, June 1—In a large tent, seat- 
ing almost two thousand persons, Evan- 
gelist Theodore M. Hofmeister began 
a union revival service in this town 
last Sunday evening. The evangelistic 
campaign is to run over a period of five 
weeks and all the churches of the town are 
cooperating in the movement. Although 
weather conditions throughout the week 
have been anything but favorable, yet the 
attendance at all of the services have been 
large. There has been preaching each even- 
ing and, beginning with next week, there 
will be afternoon preaching services as well 
as in the evening. Evangelist Hofmeister 
is now carrying a party of five trained and 
skilled workers and an effort will be made to 
touch every person in the town and sur- 
rounding. The factories are being visited, 
but, instead of holding a shop meeting of 
a few minutes, as is generally done by evan- 
gelistic parties, each person in the factories 
is spoken to personally and invited to at- 
tend the services. A series of men’s meet- 
ings will be held in connection with the cam- 
paign and these will be held on Sunday 
afternoons. The ministers of the different 
churches, as well as the most influential 
members of the churches, are very enthusi- 
astic concerning the meeting and great re- 
sults are expected within the next few 
weeks.—DALLAS M. BLATT. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, June 2—My health almost makes 
it impossible for me to write, but I feel that 
it is my duty to write and inform THE HER- 
ALD readers of the GREAT convention of 
the missionary societies of the Rays Hill 
and Southern Pennsylvania Conference, 
which was held in the Earlston Christian 
church, June 1 and 2, closing this evening. 
The sessions opened Friday afternoon at 
two o’clock, with the president, Mrs. J. W. 
Hoffman, in the chair, when the following 
program was carried out: Reading of Scrip- 
ture lesson by president; prayer by Rev. 
O. A. Stevens; singing; address of welcome 
by Mrs. Gideon Price; response by Miss 
Blanche Smith; singing; roll-call of confer- 
ence members; reports of societies; appoint- 
ment of committees; recitation by Alberta 
Darr; miscellaneous business; addresses by 
Rev. Stevens, Rev. Lewis A. Duvall, David 
Hollingshead, and the pastor, Rev. J. W. 
Hoffmann; benediction by Rev. Stevens. 
Friday evening devotional service by Rev. 
Duvall. Rev. A. R. Garland was on the 
program for an address, but in his absence 
Rev. Stevens was called upon to preach, and 
it was a feast to hear him. Rev. Stevens 
is a minister of the Church of God, has 
been preaching for forty-five years, and is a 
man who is filled with the Spirit of God. 
He believes in the religion which you can 
feel, and those who missed hearing him on 
this occasion missed a rare treat. Mrs. 
Hoffman and her sister, Miss Margaret 
Hinebaugh, were converted under Rev. Stev- 
ens’ preaching in the Church of God at 
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Markleysburg, Fayette County, and baptiz- 
ed by him about fifteen years ago. Satur- 
day morning’s session was opened by devo- 
tional services by Rev. A. R. Garland, after 
which an interesting session was held and 
another inspiring service to the children of 
God took place. At the afternoon service 
the president, Mrs. Hoffman, took charge, 
and an unusual event took place, when two 
members of the Junior Society took an in- 
teresting part. The one, a little girl, Miss 
Alberta Darr, only nine years old, read the 
Scripture lesson and another little girl, 
Miss Effie Grove, about eight years old, led 
in prayer. At this service Rev. Robert J. 
Allen, pastor of the Barndollar Methodist 
Episcopal church, of Everett, was present, 
and gave a short talk, and with Rev. Stev- 
ens and Revs. Garland, May, and Hoffman, 
another inspiring service was held. At this 
service a number of members to the Confer- 
ence Board were received. At the evening 
service Brother D. S. Garlich held devo- 
tional service and a large number of people 
testified to the love of God, after which Rev. 
A. R. Garland preached an interesting ser- 
mon from the text: “And the Iron Did 
Swim.” Taking it all in all, this convention 
was among one of the best and most uplift- 
ing meetings which has ever been held in 
the Earlston Christian church. This will 
probably be my last news from the Earlston 
church, as I am growing very feeble, but 
my hope is that when this life is over that 
I will enjoy praising God in the glory land, 
which He has prepared for His people. 
Keep close to God.—HARRY W. MOowERY. 


SKETCH OF ELDER GEORGE OWEN, 
WITH SOME EARLY HISTORY OF 
THE SUGAR CREEK CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH 
BY REV. B. F. VAUGHAN 


The debt of gratitude, honor, love, and 
respect which we owe to those who have 
served as founders and early builders in the 
civil and religious privileges and institu- 
tions of our country is so great that we can 
scarcely overestimate it. Such founders en- 
dured hardships and privations, struggled 
with difficulties and hard problems which 
we know but little about, having never been 
called upon to endure them. It is with 
peculiar interest therefore that we retrace 
the history of this church, and memorialize 
its founder by having presented to us and 
placing on exhibition this enlarged and life- 
like portrait of Elder George Owen. He 
was called elder by his people and would 
not have wanted them to call him reverend. 
His work here in the days of our fathers 
and mothers, yes, of our grandfathers and 
grandmothers, also, still lives as a beautiful 
memory in the minds and a treasured af- 
fection of the hearts of many people. We 
are unwilling to allow these memories and 
affections to die out or perish from our lives. 
On the other hand, we desire to cultivate 
and strengthen these noble sentiments, and 
arouse in the minds of the young, as well 
as incoming generations, a love for the work 
done by these hardy and faithful pioneers. 


George Owen was of Welsh descent, and 
was born in Virginia October 27, 1794. 
When he was about twelve years of age, his 
dear mother was taken from the earthly 
home to the home beyond, and he was left 
to struggle as best he could with the unfav- 
orable conditions of those early times. In 
the same year of her death—1806—he came 
to Ohio, to, live with a married sister, Mrs. 
Harris, in or near Xenia, Greene County, 
Ohio. 

Before he was eighteen years old, May 
11, 1811, he was married to Miss Deborah 
Marsh. Two children were born to them, 
both dying in infancy or early childhood. 
And then the great sorrow came upon him 
of giving up the wife of his early manhood, 
who died September 8, 1825. 

June 8, 1826, he married Malinda Boiles, 
who survived him. Unto them were born 
three children, one son, Wesley Owen, and 
two daughters, Mrs. Martha Frieze and 





Mrs. Mary Harner. Mrs. Harner was the 
last surviving member of the family, dying 
in the early part of this month, May, 1917, 
at her home in Xenia. 

Mr. Owen settled on a farm about four 
miles west of Xenia, on what was locally 
known as the Upper Xenia Road. He re- 
mained on this farm until his death. He 
worked hard on the farm, which he owned 
and improved, also acquiring some property 
in Xenia. He is said to have been especially 
good in the use of the scythe, mowing in 
the meadow, and the cradle in cutting grain, 
keeping up with the best hands at that kind 
of work. 

He was a stout, broad-shouldered man, a 
little under medium stature, but strong, 
heavy muscled, and capable of great en- 
durance. 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE AND WORK 


George Owen was first led to accept 
Christ as his Savior, under the influence of 
a primitive Baptist preacher, soon after 
his first marriage, and commenced preach- 
ing amongst that people about 1822. Some- 
time about the year 1829 he joined the 
Christian Church, under the labors of that 
faithful man of God, Elder Nathan Worley, 
who traveled up and down the two Miami 
Valleys and held meetings at various places. 

George Owen now entered into the work 
of the ministry more fully, and although he 
still conducted his farm he gave about one- 
half his time to preaching and pastoral 
work. His educational advantages having 
been very limited in early life, he found 
time after he began preaching and had care 
of a church, a farm, and his home duties, to 
attend a school conducted by Mr. Steele in 
Xenia, three or four miles away. By dili- 
gent reading and study of the Scriptures, 
he became familiar with the Bible and made 
it his guide and counselor. His preaching 
was earnest, even intense, in spirit, and had 
a convincing power upon his hearers. 

He came into this vicinity, preaching in the 
homes of some of the people, and about the 
year 1835 he held a meeting at the home of 
Wm. Servis, “Uncle Billy,” as he was famil- 
iarly called, and there formed an organiza- 
tion which was first known as the Union 
Baptist church, or society. This meeting 
was held somewhere along or near Sugar 
Creek, where Mr. Servis lived, not far from 
where the Dayton and Waynesville road 
crosses the creek. There were eight or nine 
charter members of this society, the last 
surviving charter member being Susan 
Ramsey, nee Stith, who died several years 
ago. 

The little society increased and the next 
year, 1836, it was decided to build a house 
of worship. The work began at once and 
the frame structure which stood on the 
present site of this building, and was torn 
down in 1867, to give place to the brick 
structure in which we are assembled to-day, 
was erected and dedicated some time in the 
early part of 1837. It stood here just thirty 
years. 

The name of the organization changed 
about the time the new church was built, 
and soon after it was received into the 
Miami Ohio Christian Conference. It took 
the name of Sugar Creek Christian church, 
and has had this name on the conference 
record ever since. 

Such was the honor and veneration shown 
its founder, that it became locally known 
as “Owen’s church,” and is even yet so call- 
ed by a few people. Elder Owen continued 
to serve the church as its regular pastor for 
about twenty-seven years, coming regularly 
once per month, and holding special meet- 
ings from time to time. At one of these 
revival services conducted by him, over 
thirty persons united with the church, some 
heads of families, and young men and wom- 
en. At one time in the month of May the 
season was very wet and the rains continu- 
ed until the small streams ran with full 
banks. A dam was thrown across the little 
stream just west of the church, a little 
southwest, and the ordinance of baptism 
was administered. to a number of the newly 
received members. It is said that the 
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church was frequently crowded to its ut- 
most capacity and on some occasions many 
people stood outside in the yard. Such was 
the power this plain, uneducated man had 
over the people to whom he ministered the 
Word of life. His preaching was not with 
the words of men’s wisdom, or the charm of 
ornate language and power of oratory, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power from above. He had been trained in 
his early ministry to opposition to the pay 
system, and he was always conscientiously 
opposed to receiving any salary for preach- 
ing. Even when money was placed in his 
hands against his will, he either returned 
it to the giver or used it to help some needy 
one in the neighborhood. His visits and 
ministrations among his parishioners, rich 
and poor alike, assured them of the sym- 
pathy and kindly feeling of their devoted 
and faithful pastor and endeared him to 
many hearts. The memory of those early 
years of religious counsel and helpfulness 
lingered long in the memory of many de- 
parted parishioners, and still remains like 
a heritage of rich blessing to a few sur- 
viving members. It may truly be said of 
this simple man of God, “He being dead yet 
speaketh,” and, “Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord...... yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors; for 
their works do follow them.” 

Elder Owen discontinued his labors as 
pastor of the church in 1862, and was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Joseph Weeks. He died De- 
cember 26, 1865, at the age of seventy-one 
years. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Elder Owen had often talked to his peo- 
ple about organizing a Sunday-school, and 
took a genuine interest in having the work 
begun. The work being new to them, they 
were at a loss to know just how to proceed. 
Finally it happened upon a Sunday that 
Eliza Bunting, the schoolmistress of the 
district, was present and they called upon 
her to preside and direct in the work of or- 
ganizing a school, but she declined, and 
Washington Pogue, from Bellbrook, was 
called upon by Elder Owen. He, having had 
some experience in organizing and conduct- 
ing Sunday-school work, responded to the 
_ and an organization was effected that 

ay. 

This was in the year 1857, just sixty 
years ago. They elected Charles E. Servis 
as superintendent, and Alexander Pogue as 
secretary, with Joseph Morgan as leader of 
the singing. The school was only held six 
months in the year, and so continued to be 
held for a number of years. There were no 
papers or Sunday-school helps used, and no 
prescribed course of lessons was followed. 
Bibles and Testaments only were used, and 
there were not very many of these. 


The writer remembers when he became 
superintendent, in the year 1875, in which 
office he served for ten years, that only a 
few old, worn copies of the New Testament 
were to be found, and how we raised money 
for getting some Bibles, and purchased a 
supply of good leather, or sheep-bound, 
copies of the Bible, some of which are yet 
in use in the school. The method of teach- 
ing was primitive and meager, and the reci- 
tation of memory verses was a common 
practice in some classes. Well do I remem- 
ber of winning two prize Bibles, one from 
my teacher, and one from the superintend- 
ent, for reciting the greatest number of 
memory verses during one summer term of 
the school—over nine hundred (900) verses. 

Sunday-school celebrations were some- 
times held, which were gala days for the 
young people. Upon one occasion, Mr. Alec 
Pogue says, they decorated a log-wagon used 
at Mr. Elliott’s sawmill, and hitched six 
horses to it, taking a load of Sunday-school 
pupils to what was then called Minktown, 
a small country village, some four or five 
miles away. 

The growth and development of the Sun- 
day-school in this neighborhood, and the 
special part taken by this church in such 
work would form an interesting and valu- 
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able chapter in the religious history of this 
community. We leave this work to the re- 
ligious annalist of the future and hasten to 
close this sketch of early religious and per- 
sonal history. 


DEATH OF REV. WILLIAM A. ELDER 


Rev. William A. Elder was born in Laf- 
ayette Co., Wis., August 20, 1849, died at 
the home of his son Walter in Richland Co., 
May 20, 1917, aged 67 years, 9 months. He 
was united in marriage with Mary Ann 
Wheaton, January 11, 1871, and she pre- 
ceded him to the Great Beyond, April 23, 
1917. To their union were born eight chil- 
dren—four sons and four daughters—five 
of whom survive. The remaining children 
are William E., Walter J., Bertha, and Ger- 
tie, of Akron, and Josephine, of Meda, Mo. 
He leaves to mourn his loss, besides his 
children, one sister of Blue River, Wis., 
three brothers of Oklahoma, and twenty- 
four grandchildren, and a host of other rela- 
tives and friends. The deceased was a 
faithful worker and member of the Chris- 
tian Church since 1889. In 1893 he began 
preaching the gospel; in 1897 he was given 
ordinational certificates from the Richland 
Union Christian Conference, in which he 
has been a faithful worker, being vice- 
president of the conference for a number of 
years. In‘°1911 he was elected president to 
this office and served very intelligently until 
the time of his death. He will be greatly 
missed in the church and conference and by 
all those who had learned to love him and 
adhere to his counsel. 

May the sweet reflections of his Christ- 
like life bring a ray of sunlight in the dark 
hours of bereavement to those who are left 
to mourn his departure. Funeral services 
were held at the Pleasant Ridge Christian 
church, May 23, and the remains were laid 
to rest in the Felton Cemetery, Revs. Guy 
Bailey and Vern Kegley officiating. 





A STATEMENT 
BY W. E. BIEDERWOLF 


In view of ‘conflicting reports as to the 
action of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America at its recent meeting 
in St. Louis concerning the report of the 
Commission on Evangelism and its recom- 
mendation of a Country-wide Movement of 
Evangelistic Work, we believe pastors and 
interested laymen will welcome this brief 
statement from one who, as Secretary of 
the Commission on Evangelism, had a large 
part in preparing the report as presented to 
the Federal Council. 

The resolution in the report concerning 
a proposed Country-wide Movement of 
Evangelistic Work was adopted by the Fed- 
eral Council exactly as presented. Here it 
is: 

4. Resolved, That the action of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council, at Columbus, Ohio, 
authorizing the Commission on Evangelism, through 
its own Executive Committee, to promote a country- 
wide movement of evangelistic endeavor, in coopera- 
tion with the various denominational committees, is 
hereby confirmed and emphasized, and that the vari- 
ous denominational committees be urged to promote 
by every means in their power this country-wide 
movement of the evangelistic endeavor. 


It is true that a not unexpected opposi- 
tion from a few individuals precipitated a 
somewhat spirited discussion; but, upon mo- 
tion by a clergyman entirely friendly to the 
work of the Commission, and seconded y 
the writer of this article, a section of the 
report dealing with so-called “professional 
evangelism” was stricken out. The effort of 
the opposition to have included in this mo- 
tion section four, referring to the nation- 
wide movement, was not sustained, and the 
report was adopted including the resolution 
above printed. 

This ought to leave the matter very clear 
before the Christian public, and settle any 
uncertainty as to the action of the Federal 
Council concerning the matter under discus- 
sion. 








JUNE 7, 1917 








This does not, of course, mean that an 
such movement must or will be launched, 
but it does mean that the Commission on 
Evangelism is authorized by the Federal 
Council to undertake the same if, in its 
judgment, it is wise to do so. Some of us 
elieve that God is calling to the churches 
for just this kind of an effort; a movement 
not of any one kind of evangelism, but of 
every kind of thoughtful and thorough 
evangelistic work. 

For about two decades, we have been mak- 
ing a net gain in our churches of only about 
one-half of a million souls, while each year 
a million souls have been added to our 
population. Is there not great need for a 
movement such as that proposed? 








Obituaries 


Notice—Under order of the Board of Trustees, 
after January 1, 1917, all obituaries, not exceeding 
fifty words, will be published free of charge, but for 
every word in excess of fifty, a charge of one cent a 
word will be made. Money should accompany the 
obituary when sent. The editor has no choice to 
favor one or another. If the obituary exceeds fifty 
words and no money accompunies it, the editor must 
cut it down to fifty. Please take notice and govern 
yourself accordingly. 


ROMAINE GIFFORD—The funeral of Romaine 
Gifford was conducted on his sixtieth birthday, May 
31, 1917, by Rev. and Mrs. C. F. Hook, Medusa, N. Y. 
Mr. Gifford was well known throughout the New York 
Eastern Christian Conference. He was an active 
church worker and interested also in his village’s wel- 
fare. He is survived by his wife and two daughters, 
two brothers, and one sister.—Mrs. E. C. BARRETT. 








Official Information 


Change of Address 


Rev. C. L. Winget, Woodstock, Ohio. 
Rev. McD. Howsare, 823 Home Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. 
Frank A. Cornell, Machias, N. Y. 

Rev. C. W. Kerst, Donaldson, Ind., R. D. 


» BY. 
Hannah W. Stanley, 401 S. W. 8d St., Richmond, Ind, 


NOTICE 


The York and Cumberland Christian Conference 
will hold its June quarterly session with the Freedom. 
N. H., Christian church, beginning Friday, June 15, 
at 2:30 p. m., and continuing over the following 
Sunday. WiLiis G. MOouLTon, Secretary. 


Kittery, Me., May 14, 1917. 


NEW ENGLAND CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


The annual session of the New England Christian 
Convention and allied-organizations will be held with 
the Christian church at Hill, H., June 12-14. 
The allied societies are the Home and Foreign Mis; 
sionary Society of the denomination called Christian, 
and the New England Educational Society. 

F. H. Peters, President. 

P. S. Satter, Secretary. 


NEW YORK STATE CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


The annual meeting of the New York State Chris- 
tian Convention for the election of officers and direc- 
tors and the transaction of such other business as 
may come before it, will be held in Room No. 7, 
Palmer Institute-Starkey Seminary, Lakemont, N. Y., 
Wednesday, June 27, 1917, at two p. m. 

JouHN B. Pease, President. 

C. H. ScHOLEFIELD, Secretary, 

No. 34 Parkside Court, Utica, N. Y., 
May 18, 1917. 


NEW YORK WESTERN CONFERENCE 


The one hundred and first annual session of the 
New York Western Christian Conference will convene 


at the Machias church, Machias, N. Y., Rev. A. G. 
Lewis, pastor, commencing June 22, 1917, at ten 
o’clock a. m., and continuing over the Sabbath. 


Machias village is located one and one-half miles 
from the station of the Buffalo, Rochester, & Pitts- 
burgh Railroad and the Pennsylvania Railroad. 


s . B. Pease, Secretary. 
Gasport, Niagara Co., N. Y. 


NEW YORK STATE CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


. The annual meeting of the New York State Chris- 
tian Association for the election of officers and direc- 
tors and the transaction of such other business as 
may come before it is called for Monday, June 18, 
1917, at ten a. m., in Room No. 7, Palmer Institute. 
Starkey Seminary, Lakemont, N. Y. As is customary, 
the meeting will be adjourned to meet at two p. m., 
Wednesday, June 27, 1917, at the same place. 
JoHN B. Pease, President. 
C. H. ScHOLEFIELD, Secretary, 
No. 34 Parkside Court, Utica, N. Y., 
May 18, 1917. 














